
 

Satellite Club Factsheet 

SATELLITE CLUB FACT SHEET 

 

Satellite Club Aim 

To reduce the number of young people dropping out of sport. Grow the number of 11-25 
years old taking part in sport for at least 30 minutes every week.  

  

Terminology 

Hub Club: The club which the Satellite Club is linked to.  
Satellite Club: The extension of the club established on a new site 
Host site/venue: The site which hosts the Satellite Club i.e. the secondary school.  
Link: The relationship between the satellite host and hub club. 

  

What is a Satellite Club? 

Satellite clubs are extensions or outposts of clubs which are established in a new venue, for 
example a secondary school. Satellite Clubs are run by a club who bring their expertise and 
enthusiasm to places where young people already meet. 

  

The step from school sport to club sport is often too great for young people; Satellite Clubs 
aim to keep young people in sport or encourage them to start Canoeing for the first time. 

  

Who is a satellite club for? 

Satellite Clubs are aimed at 11-25 year olds and should reflect the needs and interests of 
teenagers and young people; this includes those from underrepresented groups in Canoeing 
such as women and girls, black and minority ethnic groups and disabled young people. 

  

What are the key features of a Satellite Club? 

 Based locally; usually within a secondary school or college.  
 Open to all young people across the community.  
 Run regularly, at least once a week and not limited to term time.  
 Clearly identifiable as a British Canoeing Affiliated club.  
 Run by coaches and volunteers from the ‘hub’ club.  
 Informal structure with flexible membership policies and rules. 

Benefits to the club 

 New members - Clubs often do not have the capacity to introduce new members at 
their ‘hub’ site; satellite clubs can provide the perfect opportunity to introduce 
juniors, females, participants with a disability or an additional age group.  

 Retaining members - Satellite Clubs can be viewed by participants as a destination 
venue or a stepping stone to the ‘hub’ club; the participants will be members of your 
club for a sustained period of time, building loyalty and potentially progressing from 
a junior to an adult member.  
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 Recruit volunteers and leaders - As the majority of Satellite Clubs will be based on a 
secondary school or college site this can potentially produce a new avenue to 
engage young leaders and volunteers from both the satellite site and surrounding 
areas.  

 Build revenue and access funding - Funding is available to support clubs establish a 
Satellite Club, in addition Satellite Clubs also have the potential to gain sponsorship 
and generate fundraising.  

 Higher profile in your community - Many clubs struggle to promote themselves to 
the wider community; Satellite Clubs provide an additional opportunity to engage 
and educate the surrounding area on your club.  

 Reduce the drop off rate - As Satellite Clubs are based on secondary school or 
college sites they provide a familiar, safe and social environment which will appeal to 
those participants who do not have the confidence, ability or support to attend a 
‘hub’ club. Satellite Clubs are easily accessible and provide opportunities for those 
participants who do not normally transition from school sport to club sport, 
therefore reducing the drop off rate in 11 - 25 year olds.  

 Encourage sustainability - From gaining new members to increasing the profile of 
your club all aspects of a Satellite Club will add to the growth and sustainability of 
your club. 

 

What helps a Satellite Club succeed? 

 Convenience - Young people want to receive Canoeing in a way that suits them; 
convenience is a big factor when young people decide to take part in sport so finding 
the right venue and session time is important.  

 Product - The sporting offer within the Satellite Club has to be appropriate and 
suitable for the target audience.  

 Environment - The more informal or social feel of a Satellite Club, combined with a 
familiar environment and taking part with friends can keep young people coming 
back.  

 Workforce - The coach, leader, Activator’s ability to interact with the young people is 
as imperative as the coaching knowledge.  

 Competition - Appropriate competition can sustain participation in Satellite Clubs.  

British Canoeing U Canoe is an ideal programme to use to meet the needs of the target 
audience of Satellite Clubs.  

What happens now? 

Satellite Clubs can bring a wide range of benefits to your club and to your community. Our 
aim is to assist and support your club to create partnerships with the right school to develop 
successful, popular and sustainable clubs for 11-25 year olds. If you would like to find out 
more, please contact your British Canoeing Development Officer. 
 


