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3. At 3.3 miles into your journey the Ripon Canal joins the river from the right.

4. You can now see Newby Hall on your left. Just past here, at under 5 miles, take the right hand Westwick
Cut to avoid the weir.

5. You now have just over 2.5 miles before passing under the A1 road bridge and passing Boroughbridge
Marina at just over 8 miles. Here take the left hand, Milby Cut to avoid another weir.

6. Emerging back onto the main river your journey is now very quiet and bordered by open land, for a few
miles. The River Swale enters from the left at 11.2 miles.You are passing Ellenthorpe and Myton Ings, flood
plains or water meadows which were once also used as battlefields.

PADDLING TRAIL
Rivers Ure & Ouse: Ripon to York, Multiday Trail

Key Information

Start: Postcode HG4 1HX. British
Canoeing owned land, bordering
North Bridge & Magdalene Road.
See Discover More for more info.

Finish: Marygate, York, YO1 6FZ

Portages: 2
Time: 2 - 3 days
Distance: 28 miles
OS Map:  Explorer 290
York (Selby &
Tadcaster) and 299
Ripon & Boroughbridge

1. Launch from the British Canoeing site and turn right underneath the A61 road bridge. Shortly the river
takes a sharp right hand turn.

2. Continuing through countryside on the outskirts of Ripon, at almost 1 mile the River Skell joins from the
right. You then pass Ripon Racecourse at around 1.5 miles.

Find out more
information at:
gopaddling.info

Spend 2-3 days on this attractive trail from Ripon to York. Finishing at historic Marygate in
York centre. The perfect way to explore this area.

7. At 14.5 miles you reach Aldwark village on your left, with Aldwark Manor Golf Club on the right. There is
free landing and parking just past the village at Aldwark Bridge. This is a toll bridge and costs 40p for cars to
cross!

8. Linton on Ouse RAF base comes into view, on your left, at about 16.5 miles. It is around this point that
the River Ure becomes the River Ouse!Continuing on, you will reach Linton Lock at 18 miles. Take the left
hand Linton Cut and portage the lock to avoid another weir.

On the right hand bank, adjacent to the weir,  is Linton White Water Course. This is an automated
system and levels & flow change with little indication. It's strongly advised paddlers portage around the
course, using the slipway on river right (approx. 50m above the weir). Walking alongside the course,
paddlers can safely re enter the water below the final outflow. The course is an active fishpass and
hydro facility. Paddlers should not be utilising the course outside of organised events. Beware of
strong currents below the turbine screws when in operation.

https://www.mapometer.com/canoeing/route_4596767.html
https://gopaddling.info/


11. On you right at 24.5 miles is Nether Poppleton. Just beyond here you pass under a railway bridge,
followed by a road bridge.

12. Although you are coming into the outskirts of York your journey remains relatively peaceful, passing the
meadow land of Rawcliffe and Clifton Ings.

13. Finally pass under another railway bridge at 28 miles as your surroundings become more built up. Just
past this bridge is your finish point at Marygate, York. Here there is an easy get out up some stone steps.

14. There is only a short walk to your car on Marygate. You are right beside the York Observatory, Yorkshire
Museum and Gardens and St Mary’s Abbey, as well as many other tourist attractions, restaurants and shops.
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9. Back on the river you will quickly arrive at Newton on Ouse on the right. As you approach the village the
River Kyle enters from the left. Beyond the village Beningbrough Hall, a National Trust property, comes into
view.

10. Nun Monkton is on your left at about 20.5 miles, just before the River Nidd joins, also from the right past a
sharp left hand curve in the river.For the next few miles you are on a quiet stretch, seeing only the odd walker
on the path beside the river.

Find out more
information at:
gopaddling.info

Licences: The waterways in this trail are managed by the Canal & Rivers Trust and require paddlers to hold a
license. British Canoeing membership includes a full annual license for this waterway - please take your
membership card with you as this acts as your license. Non-members can either purchase a British Canoeing
membership from www.britishcanoeing.org.uk or buy licenses direct from www.canalrivertrust.org.uk

Safety & Licencing

Paddle Safe. Be prepared and take the right kit:

• Wear a correctly sized buoyancy aid 
• Mobile phone – in a waterproof case
• Whistle – to attract attention in case of emergency
• Map and / or route description
• Appropriate clothing for the weather conditions +
spares in a dry bag
• Food, drink & suncream!

We want you to enjoy a safe trip, so here are a few tips for staying safe and paddling responsibly. 

Paddle Responsibly.Respect the natural environment
and other users:

• Respect other waterway users #sharethespace
• Be environmentally aware, minimise your impact
• Ensure you have the correct licence if required
• Observe navigational rules – keep right and give other
users space
• Check, Clean, Dry after every trip!

https://gopaddling.info/
https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/membership
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Find out more
information at:
gopaddling.info

https://gopaddling.info/


Discover More

The British Canoeing Ripon site is a 2.5 acre grass paddock located east of North Bridge in Ripon. It has a private
gated entrance and access to the river. The Ripon land is managed and cared for by a subcommittee of the
Yorkshire Regional Development Team. For bookings, enquiries and further info please visit:
https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/go-canoeing/access-and-environment/access-to-water/british-canoeing-
places-to-paddle/ripon

Itineraries

If you are planning on completing this trip over two days then good places to stop overnight would be Aldwark, at
14.3 miles or Linton Lock at 18.5 miles. Aldwark is closer to the halfway point but has limited accommodation
options. There is a campsite at Linton Lock; Tel 01347 844048. 

If you complete the trip over three days then Boroughbridge is a good place for your first night, with Linton Lock or
Newton on Ouse as your second night. There is an easy get out near the weir at Boroughbridge and a Camping and
Caravanning Club site nearby. 

At Newton on Ouse, the Dawnay Arms garden reaches down to the river and it may be possible to land here by prior
arrangement: 01347 848345

Newby Hall: This Grade 1 listed building was designed by Christopher Wren in 1690. It contains an extensive
collection of period artifacts and furniture, as well as having well established gardens and woodland walks.

Beningbrough Hall: The hall, an interesting property in itself, also houses over 100 paintings from the National
Portrait Gallery.

Useful websites

gopaddling.info

britishcanoeing.org.uk

newbyhall.com/

visityork.org

nationaltrust.org.uk/beningborough-hall-gallery-and-gardens

thedawnayatnewton.co.uk

campingandcaravanningclub.co.uk/campsites/uk/northyorkshire/boroughbridge/boroughbridge

https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/go-canoeing/access-and-environment/access-to-water/british-canoeing-places-to-paddle/ripon
https://gopaddling.info/
https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/
https://www.newbyhall.com/
https://www.visityork.org/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/beningbrough-hall-gallery-and-gardens
https://www.thedawnayatnewton.co.uk/pub/
https://www.campingandcaravanningclub.co.uk/campsites/uk/north-yorkshire/boroughbridge/boroughbridge-camping-and-caravanning-club-site/

