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Padaling! PADDLING TRAIL

hslc::.'_n:ul'::llr'-npc Al COT miﬁ tri:. .tams wu amum thE
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HR MO Clstarnce: 5 rniles using both the Grand Union Canal
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Loughborough and 233

Leicester and Hinckdey #

‘ﬂ @ Starting froem the Hope and Anchar pub in Syeton, put irto the canal and tuen e, towsands
; Ledcester, under the bricige nest to the pub. Waterrnead Country Park s onyaur rightt

benond the towpath,

@ G0 froem the start, pust behind the towpath, is a toilet block in the park, These ame the
onhy public Rclities on the trip, Continee down the canal past the remains of oonveeor
bt bridge pillars from when it was an active guarryg

@ At just urreler 1 rmike youwil pass under kohinsor's Bridge. Irmmediately after portage an
the right Band bank, just before the weir to your side, Relaunch bebow the weir eithes
side aof the tree an the cormear,

@ This section & the ariginal course af the River Soar and is indicative of the rivers natural
slre bedore it wat rernodeled for nivdgation,

Ar assessment of rver level nesds to be done hene., IF the water i high an the weir
and pushing hard around the first bend a dedsion te come back another time could
b oo . Sirnil arby, iF the waber is o and there isa sand beach an the cormer, it
will preobsakly be too o bo padidie,

Continue aong the namows, willow lined channel, past a lange bird watching hide on the
right. At 18 rniles wou reach Wanl metering welr, where you should pass between
the v concrete walks i the centre of the flow. Watch out for fallen trees after the
wieir.

A 1A miles the A6 Weeern Bypads Bricge s the anly noy intsu phion bo an
cibhe e rural puadielle.

Continue past the sewage works and a nowswind terbine, This stredch of rver is often thick
with reeds and weed from the additional warmth and nutrients in the water,

Cossingion Welr s reached at just under 3.5 milles. The river crosses the canalised River Wineake
and goes under a footbridge 2t the top of the weln You turm right hare onto the Wheake.

o can add some fum to your joumey by shooting the welr (iFthe backwater level s ok to paddle then the welrwil
Find more bz o o shoot). I you dhoose todo this you will have to portage badk up tothe Weake to oortinue your joumey.

p&ﬂd |il‘"lg tl"ﬂilS at: @ At & split i the river at 3.9 miles you ke the left fork towands Junction Lock, Portage the lock on the right, ona
ne i the| illows tree and put in above lock:
gopaddling.info platform by the large wi and putina

Pachelbe past the weir on the Aght and continue o anothar fark at Three Was
Briclge, Take the right hand fork back oo the Grand Union Caral propen, Pass a
armall rrarina before heading back under the 8406 and to your start point.
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https://www.mapometer.com/canoeing/route_4706667.html
https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/
http://gopaddling.info

GO Discover More Fermst

4 Paddling!

Parking at the pub is by arrangement and in return for your custom. Parking is also
available inside Watermead Park, with a short portage from the north of John Merrick Lake
to the canal towpath. An alternative start point at Thurmaston Marina has a free car park
and requires the paddler to head north for 800m and join the loop at the portage from
canal to river at lohnson's Bridge (No. 17).

On your journey the river meanders through overhanging trees and can be challenging. A
lopping saw can be a useful tool on this trip.

Watermead Country Park has two sections, both created from the spent gravel pits which
are a feature of the Soar Valley. The north section of the park belongs to Leicestershire
County Council and extends to the boundary of Birstall in the south. The other section, on
the opposite riverbank, extends to the edge of Leicester City and was developed by the
City Council. Both parks are a haven for wildlife and popular with visitors.
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Safety and Licenses

We want you o enfoy a safe trip, 5o here are @ few fips for sroving safe and poddiing responsibly,

Paddle Safe: Paddie Responsibly:

Be prepared and take the right kit: Respect the natural ermircnment and other users:

» 'Wear a correctly sized buoyancy aid * Respect other waterway users Bsharethespace

= Kabile phone — in a walerprood cage & Be afvironmeantally awanre, minimise your imaact

= Whistle = to attract attention in case of emengency & Ensure you have the correct Boence it requined

= Map and / or route description = Dbserve navigational rules = beep right and ghve other users
» Appropriste dothing for the weather conditions + spares in a dry bag space

# Foad, drink & suncream! * Check, Clean, Dry after every tripl

License Information: The wateraays In this trall are managed by the Canal & Rivers Trust and require paddlers to hold a license.
Bridsh Canoelng membership Includes a full annual license for this waterway - please take your membership card with you as this
acts as your license.

Nom-rnembers can elther purchase a British Canoelng membership from waweebrltishcanosing.org.uk or buy llcenses direct from
 wenwrcanalrlvertrust.org.uk



https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/
https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/
https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/membership
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/

