
PADDLING TRAIL
River Crouch: Hullbridge to Battlesbridge

Key Information

Start/Finish: 
Carpark on Ferry
Road, Hullbridge,
SS5 6ND

Portages: 0
Time: 1.5 - 2.5 hours
Distance: 5 Miles
OS Map:  Explorer 175 Southend
on Sea & Basildon

For more
information
scan the QR
code or visit
https://bit.ly/2T
KaoQa
 

1. Launch from the free public slipway and turn left, upstream, with the rising tide.
 

3. Look out for the wide variety of
wetland birds along your route. You
may even spot a common seal!
 

4.  As you paddle along you
will see a number of old
moored Thames sailing
barges, in various states of
repair. 

2. Be aware of yachts and motorboats from local
clubs. Apart from these your journey should be a
peaceful one.

Find out more
information at:
gopaddling.info

A great family trip, when the tides fall right, which is particularly suitable for touring kayaks
and canoes. The lower river is quite exposed; check weather and tides before setting off.

6. If you like you can carry on up the River Crouch on the rising tide until the tide turns. The river gets
very narrow but is fun to explore.
 
7. Before turning back you can also explore the Battlesbridge Antique Warehouse - the largest in Essex
- with spectacular view across the salt marshes from its top floor restaurant. The Barge Inn is also a
good place for refreshments.
 
8. When the tide turns paddle back to Woodham Ferrers. Don’t leave it much more than 45 minutes
after high water at Battlesbridge to return, or you will have a muddy get out.
 

5. After just over 2.5 miles you will reach the old tidal mill pool at Battlesbridge. 

https://gb.mapometer.com/canoeing/route_4702662.html
http://gopaddling.info/
https://gb.mapometer.com/canoeing/route_4702662.html


Licence

Discover More

The old sailing barges are large, flat bottomed boats which were well adapted to sailing on shallow waters. They were
used for trade purposes and were seaworthy vessels. Some have been restored and can be hired for trips.
 
Battlesbridge Tidal Mill Pool: Water flowed into the pool as the tide rose. When the tide ebbed the lock gates closed
and the water flowed out through the water wheel, driving the machinery. Now the gates are chained open and the
rising and falling tide produces a jet of water.
 
Further information can be found on the following websites:

Paddle Safe. Be prepared and take the right kit: 
 
• Wear a correctly sized buoyancy aid 
• Mobile phone – in a waterproof case 
• Whistle – to attract attention in case of emergency 
• Map and / or route description 
• Appropriate clothing for the weather conditions +
spares in a dry bag 
• Food, drink & suncream! 

We want you to enjoy a safe trip, so here are a few tips for staying safe and paddling responsibly. 

Paddle Responsibly.Respect the natural environment
and other users: 
 
• Respect other waterway users #sharethespace 
• Be environmentally aware, minimise your impact 
• Ensure you have the correct licence if required 
• Observe navigational rules – keep right and give other
users space 
• Check, Clean, Dry after every trip!

Licences: The waterways on this trail don’t require you to have a licence to paddle on them. However if you
paddle regularly you should consider becoming a member of British Canoeing.  A British Canoeing membership
gives you a whole range of benefits including a licence to paddle on 4500km of Britain's waterways and Civil
Liability Insurance, worth up to £10 Million. Not only will membership help save you money, it will give you
peace of mind when out on the waterways. For more information on British Canoeing membership please click
here.

This trip works on neap tides but is best on springs. Aim to leave Hullbridge an hour before high
water (Dover + 1hr 22mins).

www.britishcanoeing.org.uk

www.battlesbridge.com

www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thames_sailing_barge

http://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/
http://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/
http://www.battlesbridge.com/
http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thames_sailing_barge

