
PADDLING TRAIL
River Coquet

Key Information

Start/Finish: The
Braid, Amble, NE65
0YP (Follow signs
for Amble Marina
but take the first left
as you leave the
main road)
 
 

Portages: 2 Weirs
OS Map:  Explorer 332
Time: 2.5 - 4.5 hours
Distance: 4.7 Miles

For more
information
scan the QR
code or visit
bit.ly/2n7azXH
 

1.  The best time to start this trail is about
90 minutes before high water at Amble.
Put in and turn left to travel upstream,
towards Warkworth Castle, with the
rising tide.

3. When you reach the small
village of Warkworth, the village
loops around it, really
demonstrating the strategic
position of the castle.  

5.  There is a canoe access ramp soon after the ancient church with its strange spire. It is worth stopping to visit the
village. This is also an alternative start point for your journey.
 
6. Just upstream of here is a small weir, which covers as the tide rises. If it is showing you will have to jump out and
pull your boat over.
 
7. The river narrows and you pass a landing stage with rowing boats for hire. Further up you will spot the access
steps to the Hermitage on your right. 
 
8. Beyond here you will meet the end of the tidal section at Waterworks weir. This is your turning point for home. It is
also a popular angling spot; please respect their sport and avoid going too close to the weir if they are present.
 
9. On your return journey both weirs can be shot easily. If there is a noticeable drop on the larger weir it is safer to
shoot down the ramp on the extreme left. Inspect if unsure. NB if the river is higher than normal, this weir will
have a dangerous stopper and should be avoided when  the tide drops below it.

2. At just over half a mile
you will come to a half-tide
weir. If the river is too low
to go over the weir then it
can be portaged, with
care, on either side.

Find out more
information at:
gopaddling.info

Travel upstream on this tidal trail; passing the 12th century Warkworth Castle and hermitage.

4. You pass under two bridges, the beautiful old bridge with its tollgate and the
modern replacement.

https://gb.mapometer.com/canoeing/route_4544994.html
http://gopaddling.info/
https://gb.mapometer.com/canoeing/route_4544994.html


Licence

Discover More

Warkworth Castle and Hermitage was once a stronghold of the Percy’s of Northumberland, including Shakespeare’s
Harry Hotspur. It is an English Heritage property and can be visited daily between 10am and 6pm.
 
Along the route you will see many estuarine birds, particularly the Elder and Shelduck. As you travel the bird life
changes to river birds; herons, kingfishers, goosanders etc. Seals can be seen occasionally right up to the tidal limit.
Deer can often be seen in the evenings too.
 
Past the castle, the medieval bridge is believed to be over 600 years old. After this you will pass the parish church of St
Lawrence; this was built in 1132, on the site of an Anglo Saxon church dating from 400 years previous.
 
Downstream from the Braid is the busy harbour of Amble. It’s best to keep to the north side of the estuary to avoid
moored boats and traffic. 
 
Further information can be found on the following websites:

Paddle Safe. Be prepared and take the right kit: 
 
• Wear a correctly sized buoyancy aid 
• Mobile phone – in a waterproof case 
• Whistle – to attract attention in case of emergency 
• Map and / or route description 
• Appropriate clothing for the weather conditions +
spares in a dry bag 
• Food, drink & suncream! 

We want you to enjoy a safe trip, so here are a few tips for staying safe and paddling responsibly. 

Paddle Responsibly.Respect the natural environment
and other users: 
 
• Respect other waterway users #sharethespace 
• Be environmentally aware, minimise your impact 
• Ensure you have the correct licence if required 
• Observe navigational rules – keep right and give other
users space 
• Check, Clean, Dry after every trip!

Licences: The waterways on this trail don’t require you to have a licence to paddle on them.
However if you paddle regularly you should consider becoming a member of British Canoeing. A
British Canoeing membership gives you a whole range of benefits including a licence to paddle
on 4500km of Britain's waterways and Civil Liability Insurance, worth up to £10 million. For more
information on British Canoeing membership visit: www.britishcanoeing.org.uk

Discover this historical trail up the beautiful Coquet river.
The harbour entrance has strong currents and disturbed water conditions and should not be
approached unless you are an experienced sea kayaker. In high sea waves run right into the
harbour.

www.ambleharbourvillage.co.uk
www.britishcanoeing.org.uk
www.amble.co.uk

http://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/

