
 

SOUTHERN REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT TEAM  

Annual Review 2019 

The Southern Regional Development Team has worked on continuing improvements in 

communication and increase engagement with clubs, centres and members and reviewing is strategy 

on how it can support and develop the coaching community. 

• Hosted several events such as; INNS Workshop, Club Chat, Paddle Awards Evenings  

• Completely Reviewed the Coaching Representative Plan 

• Promoted and engaged with National Initiatives through a Film & Photography Festival 

• Continued development the Southern Regional Webpage and Newsletter 

Over 2018 the Southern Team have focused on some of the key year one objectives of our 

development plan.  

The team have continued to 

use google groups to help 

keep its committee and 

coaching representatives 

connected. The newsletter 

has continued to help the 

team support the regional 

community to share news, 

events and stories.  

The region has contributed 

towards several bursaries to 

support coaches and leaders 

across the region. 

Over the course of the year 

the team continued to evolve its annual programme of events to engage with its regional 

community. This year’s programme incorporated updates on the Paddle Awards, Non-Native 

Invasive Species workshops, networking events and a Film and Photography Festival.  

This year one of the other areas we focused on was reviewing the coaching matters programme. The 

coaching representatives came together to review the elements that were not working well and 

those that were and came up with a new plan on how they would bring coaches together. This was 

then published on the southern regional teams’ website. 

National Go Canoeing Week was another highlight, recording over 4000+ recorded paddles across 

the region. Woodmill were recognised National for the Go Paddling Award and again were a strong 

candidate this year. 



 

The Film and Photography event was launched in March, with a contest release every month aligning 

with several themes to get people involved. It included categories around adventure, wildlife, 

success stories, clubs and challenges that were designed to go alongside several National Initiatives 

such as Go Paddling and River Clean Up. The events were also aimed to be a innovative way to 

collect stories and network with individuals across the region. The final showcase was hosted in a 

theatre in Abingdon which go around 40+ attendees.  

 

Blackwater Valley Canoe Club, Session on the Canal by Jack Nicholas 

Events were held in multiple disciplines within the regional boundaries, including the Southern Boat 

Series, Abingdon Blastathon, Winchester Slalom, Hurley 30 Paddle Festival and the Hasler Finals that 

were hosted for the first time in Southampton.  



 

Abingdon Blastathon, taken by Alistair Fear 

There were also several great stories shared, such as Southampton University, Kingfisher and 

Blackwater Canoe Clubs sharing their involvement in the Hurley 30s “Dream Team” an event 

specifically aimed at clubs. Reading Knights shared their efforts on their River Clean up. Newbury 

Canoe Club opened their new club house and Kingfisher launched their fund raiser after receiving 

planning permission to help developer a new site.   

This report mentions just a few achievements, but there have been many more from members, clubs 

and centres across our region and we look forward to more success stories next year.  

 



 

Email: chair.southrdt@britishcanoeing.org.uk   

Committee: southrdt-commitee@britishcanoeing.org.uk 

Coaching: southrdt-coaching@britishcanoeing.org.uk 

Webpage: https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/regions/south  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/britishcanoeingsouth/  
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