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Invasive Non-Native Species: what’s the problem? 

Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) have been accidentally 

introduced, causing significant ecological and economic 

damage, in our rivers, canals and lakes. INNS are animals and 

plants that are introduced to an environment outside of their 

native range with associated impacts in their invaded range. 

INNS can be accidentally moved from site to site attached to 

clothing and equipment used in the environment.  

How to Stop the Spread: 

Check Clean Dry 

Preventing INNS spread is very 

important. Check Clean Dry is the 

national biosecurity campaign, 

providing simple guidance to 

reduce the risk of accidentally 

spreading INNS from one site to 

another. 

 

Paddlers and Invasive Non-Native Species  

Paddlers visit a range of locations to take part in our sport, and therefore 

may accidentally spread INNS. For example, if you paddle in two 

different rivers, or even two different countries, you may accidentally 

transfer INNS between sites.   

Biosecurity will reduce the risk of accidentally spreading INNS.  

Paddler Survey 2020 

Thank you to all that took part in the Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS) online survey in 2020. 

We had a brilliant response of over 300 paddlers representing kayakers, canoeists and stand-up 

paddle boarders, both competitive and leisure.  

This work aims to understand the movement of paddlers and how this could accidentally present a 

risk of spreading INNS. We explored how paddlers reduce the risk of accidental INNS spread by 

following the Check, Clean, Dry best practice and cleaning and drying their equipment and clothing 

after they have been paddling. This survey also allowed us to make comparisons to the 2011 INNS 

paddler survey [1]. Responses will aid us in identifying areas where we should focus our efforts to 

help manage INNS spread, develop our biosecurity advice, and improve how we communicate the 

issue of INNS to paddlers. 

 

This is a brief summary of the results of a survey carried out by Stephanie Bradbeer at the University 

of Leeds as part of a NERC Case PhD with the Environment Agency and South West Water, in 

collaboration with British Canoeing and Canoe Wales.  
Contributors: Alison Dunn, Claire Quinn, Emily Smith, Caitriona Shannon, Richard Atkinson, Trevor Renals, Kate Hills, Dan Warren, Ben Pile  

[1] Anderson et al. 2014. Plos One, available from: http://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0092788 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where and how often do we paddle? 

 Paddlers reported taking part in our sport 

very frequently; over 8 out of 10 paddle 

at least once a fortnight. 

 Most people paddle in freshwater lakes, 

canals and the sea. 

 Over three quarters of paddlers visit 2 

or more sites, often in quick succession. 

 

The risk of INNS being introduced from abroad  

 Over a third of paddlers reported paddling 

abroad, visiting over 40 countries. 

 The majority visit Europe, although all 

continents were visited by paddlers (apart 

from Antarctica).  

 Over three quarters paddle at home in the 

UK within a fortnight of returning from their 

abroad trip.  

 
These results show that paddlers visit lots of different places, both at home and abroad, and 

therefore there is the risk of accidentally spreading INNS and even introducing INNS to the UK.  
 

We explored what steps paddlers take that would reduce the risk of INNS spread. Cleaning and 

drying equipment and clothing will remove INNS and therefore reduce the risk of spread. 

Cleaning and Drying your Kit? 

 Over 8 out of 10 paddlers clean and over 9 out of 10 dry 

their equipment and clothing. 

 However, not all clean and/or dry their equipment and 

clothing after every use, and many people didn’t dry for 

very long (INNS can live for days in damp conditions). 

 Our findings show a clear improvement of paddlers 

engaging with biosecurity from 2011 to 2020. 

Access to cleaning facilities? 

Lots of paddlers clean their paddling equipment and clothing. We were interested in knowing what 

facilities paddlers have access to for cleaning equipment and clothing.  

 Over three quarters of paddlers had access to cold water, hot water and a hose, which were 

the most common methods for cleaning paddling equipment and clothing. 

 However, not all paddlers agreed that they had access to appropriate biosecurity cleaning 

facilities. 

 Less than a third of paddlers reported having access to a pressure washer.  

Check Clean Dry! 

 We are pleased to report an increase in the number of 

paddlers that were aware of Check Clean Dry. 

 Over half of paddlers have heard of Check Clean 

Dry, a notable increased from the 22% in 2011.  

 Over two thirds of paddlers had heard of Check Clean 

Dry through British Canoeing.  

 
 

We are very excited about this work and again would like to thank all who engaged with this survey. 

This highlights the work of British Canoeing in raising awareness of INNS and that paddlers are 

engaging are biosecurity which will reduce the risk accidentally spread of INNS. 

Further detailed results will be available later in the year.  

Always Check Clean and Dry your equipment and clothing after every use. 

More information about INNS and Biosecurity is available at: https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/go-canoeing/access-

and-environment/invasive-non-native-species#stop-the-spread  

 


