
My name is Trevor and I am a Level 2 Coach & 4 Star Touring
Leader at Holme Pierrepont Canoe Club in Nottingham.
 
I was a 3 Star Touring Provider for both Canoe & Kayak and
had a few paddlers who had started to develop their
paddling following the old style of training and assessment.
However, whilst some completed their assessments, there
were others who had not done so and we decided to
develop them using the NEW Touring Awards.

Meet Trevor...
who is delivering the NEW Touring Awards

The paddlers had been coached for some time at the club and had undertaken several trips at various
venues in England.
 
We had a discussion meeting at which both the paddlers and I considered the options under the NEW
Touring Awards and a suitable pathway for them to achieve the Award.
 
Following this meeting, I produced a document for them to self-assess their progress and identify any
areas where they needed to improve and any coaching that would allow them to develop.
 
Over the next few months, we undertook a range of paddles on various rivers and waters to build on
their experience from 2018 and work towards their aims of achieving the NEW Touring Award.
 
This culminated with a club weekend trip to Lake Windermere in early June 2019. Unfortunately, only
one of the two candidates were able to attend this trip. We used this trip to allow the paddler to
show that he had developed his paddling, environmental, navigation, safety & group skills to
demonstrate that he was a competent paddler at the required level for the Open Water Touring
Award.
 
In getting to the completion of this Award, I believe the paddler benefits by moving away from the
formal training & assessment of the old system to being encouraged and allowed to develop steadily.
The paddler understands through the discussions and coaching that takes place as they move along
the pathway, what is expected of them and how we intend to develop them to the required standards.
I believe this is particularly useful over a period of time rather than a 4-5-day course as is not always
suitable for all people to undertake an intense course. Although some paddlers may prefer that route,
the key is to be flexible to meet the paddlers needs and expectations.
 
Several other paddlers within the club have also expressed an interest in moving towards the NEW
Touring Awards and I am working with them to tailor coaching and development to meet these
individual paddlers.


