
Minutes of British Canoeing NW RDT Meeting 8 March 2016  Venue – Bobbin Mill Pub, Buckshaw Village, Chorley, PR7 7NA.  Attendees  Alan Hazlewood (Chair) Pat Green (Treasurer) Billy Lo (ACR Lancashire) Oliver Bullock (Regional Webmaster) Anna Coulson (Development Officer) Joe Parkin (Bolton CC) Norman Green (Ribble CC)   Apologies for Absence  Ian Bell (RCR) Adrian Emberton (Vice Chair)  Chairman welcomed everyone and the meeting commenced at 7.0pm  Treasurers Report The Treasurer reported there had been no financial activity since the last meeting.  Chairman’s Report – Alan Hazlewood Alan reported back on information received from English Council Meetings (ECM) on a number of topics.  Event Safety Officer – The role of safety officer and the training has proved to be quite contentious, this is going to be revisited by ECM. A general discussion took place on the current situation.  There have been ideas from BC about increasing membership, one which involves coaches receiving free membership if they sign up 5 new members, and one where clubs can receive a refund of annual capitation once they achieve a sign up of a specific number of new members. The meeting discussed these ideas and felt that they would not be workable and could cause disputes between club based coaches and their clubs.  BC Branded Clothing - Alan reported that there had been a re-think on the previous ideas.  Stand Up Paddle-Boarding – SUP participants have now joined the BCU.  Competition Review – There is to be review into Sprint and Slalom disciplines with the intention of increasing competition participation.  New BC website and database – Extra staff have been recruited and work is progressing on the implementation and roll out. This will be a phased roll out with RDT near the end of the process. However training for volunteers is going to be available in April and May 2016. Oliver Bullock and Joe Parkin volunteered to take up the 2 places which will be available to the RDT.  Development Officer’s Report - Anna Coulson  Anna introduced herself and gave an insight into her role. This is to increase participation and membership and involves working in schools and other educational establishments. It also involves 



working with other bodies like County Sports Partnerships. Supporting the work of the RDT is only one of her roles.  Anna reported that staff had had their first meeting with the new CEO David Joy. He felt there was a need for feedback and had instigated a Survey of paddlers. One of those present said he had already received this by email, completed it and returned it.  The development officers and Kelly Gordon would be running a “Club Experience Course” on 6 October somewhere in Manchester. This would be free and available to 2 members of each club.  Once again there would be a “Go Canoeing Week” this would be 28 May to 4 June. The meeting mentioned that this was the late bank holiday when many people were on holiday and unlikely to participate. This is what has happened in past years and has been reported back.  8 March is International Women’s Day so it is planned to develop some women only initiatives.      RCO Report Ian Bell was unable to attend the meeting and had not had time to prepare a report due to work commitments.  ACR Lancashire Report – Billy Lo Billy had been doing some research into the issue of the region running coaching courses within the region using our own coaching and admin resources. This was reported in more detail in the minutes of the previous meeting.   The proposed Foundation Safety and Rescue course is not finalised but a provider is due to be asked soon.  The 3 star white water course is to be run by Roy Booth of Ribble Canoe Club on 10 & 11 September 2016.  The Level one coach training and assessment will be over 2 weekends 29/30 October and 12/13 November. No prices have been set and no provider has been signed up as yet.  RWA Report The RWA was not in attendance and no report had been sent.  Webmaster Report - Oliver Bullock  Oliver reported that he had been trying to update the “RDT Minutes” page of the Regional Website and did not have all the minutes to hand. Alan advised that he would help with this.  Oliver advised that we needed to encourage more people to subscribe to the regional newsletter so that we could keep them better informed. To this end he would be attending the next meeting on 14 March with his laptop and actively encouraging people to sign up on the night.  Oliver was advised that the Regional Development Plan on the website was in need of updating to the latest version. Alan said he would provide this for Oliver.  Safeguarding Report 



The Chairman reported that there was nothing new to report but stressed the need for constant awareness of the issues surrounding Safeguarding and advised of who to contact if a problem occurred.  Warrington WW Centre Update  Following a meeting of stakeholders, there is a special meeting on 14 March 2016 at Birchwood Youth Centre Risley Warrington. This will advise on progress so far and ask for volunteers to come forward to form a steering group. If sufficient progress is made this group will need to register as a CASC or similar body to carry the scheme forward.  A general discussion took place and the meeting thought that given the nature and scope of the scheme there would have to be a considerable amount of commitment shown by proponents or its chances of success were slim. In particular there would have to be a commitment to provide funds from their own sources for initial planning and to demonstrate this before the RDT would consider making any financial contribution.  A.O.B – No other business  Date of next meeting – 14 March 2016 at Birchwood Youth Centre Risley Warrington.  The meeting closed at 9.30 pm 


