
Minutes of North West British Canoeing RDT Meeting 27 January 2015 

Venue: Leigh & Lowton Sailing Club, Green Lane, Off Sandy Lane, Lowton, Greater Manchester, WA3 1BJ. 

Attendees. 

Name Club RDT Role 

Alan Hazlewood Euxton Canoe Club Chairperson 

Patricia Green Ribble Canoe Club Treasurer 

Ian Bell Liverpool Canoe Club RCR 

Dave Reynolds Liverpool Canoe Club ACR Merseyside 

Billy Lo Ribble Canoe Club  ACR Lancashire 

Kevin Beattie Manchester Canoe Club ACR Greater Manchester 

Mike Ryder  ACR Cheshire 

Julie Ryder   

Stephen Swallow You Can (Oakwood School)  

Don Constable WHCC & Burrs  

Alan Armstrong Macclesfield Canoe Club  

Roy Baxendale Euxton Canoe Club  

Phil Hampson Wigan Canoe Club  

Norman Green Ribble Canoe Club  

 

As the position of Secretary is currently vacant, no minutes had been produced for the previous meeting (ACM). The 

chairman was currently dealing with this and hoped to have the minutes available in the near future. 

Lack of RDT secretary meant that there was no formal agenda available prior to the meeting. 

Apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received from Adrian Emberton and Oliver Bullock of Euxton Canoe Club. 

Safeguarding 

The chairman mentioned that there had been a problem with one undesirable individual attempting to infiltrate 

paddling activity within a club, but that the situation had been now dealt with by the appropriate authorities. This 

emphasised the need to be vigilant and to have policies in place in all clubs so that action could be taken to protect 

children and vulnerable adults. If further information was required there was information on the BCU web site and a 

nominated person at Head Office to talk to. 

Treasurers Report 

The Treasurer reported that there had been very few financial transactions to report, other than she had applied for 

the £1,000 grant from Head Office which paid for the running of the RDT. 

She also advised that the Financial Accounts for the year ending October 2014 had been completed and sent off the 

Head Office, where they had been approved. 

Development Officer’s Report 

The last Development Officer resigned and to date the position has not been filled, so therefore there was no report. 

 

 



RCR’s report (Regional Coaching Representative) 

Ian Bell advised that there was a Coach Update booked for 1
st

 March 2015 to take place at Halton Mill. There is also a 

pressing need to consider a date and venue for the Update to happen in the autumn. 

Ian asked if RDT members could make themselves available at these updates since he felt that it helped to establish and 

maintain links between clubs, the coaching scheme and the work of the RDT. 

It was mentioned that these Updates are not just for members of the coaching scheme, they can be attended by any 

British Canoeing Members. To this end, there was actually a new name, Coach Update has become, “Coaching 

Matters.” 

Ian advised that some people were attending updates and only doing the “Dry” Modules, when it was intended that 

attendees should do at least one “Wet Module.”  Because of this the “Updated” period would only last for 18 months 

instead of 3 years for people who only attended Dry Modules. 

A discussion took place regarding third party insurance for non BCU members who were members of an affiliated canoe 

club. The Treasurer read out an email she had received which clarified the matter. “Non BCU members who are 

members of an Affiliated Club are NOT covered by third party insurance when paddling with a group of friends from the 

club i.e. not an official club trip.  

Regional Waterways Adviser’s Report 

Chris Cleaver was not in attendance and no report was received. A general discussion took place related to the 

“Regional Access Forum” which took place at the Burrs Activity Centre on 18 Jan 2015, organised and run by Chris 

Cleaver. 

The programme followed similar lines to previous Forums and was attended by Chris Hawkesworth and Richard 

Atkinson from British Canoeing who were available to answer questions from those present. 

Chris Hawkesworth mentioned that he would he was involved with re-organisation of the “Canoe Foundation.” Chris 

took a straw poll of those present to find out what reaction would be to the idea of having a small levy on the BCU 

membership fee to be paid to the Canoe Foundation. The money would be “Ring Fenced” to support the Access 

Campaign. 

A lively debate took place where various points of view were aired and replies were received from Chris Hawkesworth 

and Richard Atkinson. The general feeling seemed to be that members were not given sufficient feedback about what 

was happening and that matters seemed to be progressing too slowly if at all. 

A.O.B 

The River Irwell at the Burrs Site 

Don Constable from Westhoughton Canoe Club raised the issue of the poor state of the river at the Burrs following 

several flood events in recent years. 

Don wanted to know how the river could be restored and bankside facilities repaired. 

From recent experience with the Halton Development the meeting gave Don some suggestions about how to go about 

getting things moving, the first step being to set up a small steering group of interested people.  

Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting was planned for 7.0 pm on 24 March 2015 at Leigh and Lowton Sailing Club. 


