
 

 

Minutes of North West Region Development Team Meeting 7.0 pm 2
nd

 October 2014 

 

Venue – Liverpool Marina Coburg Wharf Liverpool 

 

Attendees 

Alan Hazlewood (Chair) Euxton Canoe Club 

Ian Bell – Regional Coaching Representative 

Pat Green – (Treasurer) Ribble Canoe Club 

Tom Doyle – British Canoeing Development Officer (North West) 

Steven Swallow – Oakfield Academy 

Brian Hamer – Macclesfield Canoe Club 

Alan Armstrong - Macclesfield Canoe Club 

Norman Green – Ribble Canoe Club 

 

Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from; 

Roy Baxendale - Euxton Canoe Club 

Chris Novak – (Secretary) – Wigan Canoe Club 

Oliver Bullock – (Webmaster) Euxton Canoe Club 

Adrian Emberton – (Vice Chair) Euxton Canoe Club 

 

Minutes of Previous Meeting 

There were no minutes of the previous meeting provided 

 

Agenda 

There was no agenda agreed and provided prior to the meeting, therefore the chairman improvised the running of 

the meeting as best he could, but following normal convention of having reports from the RDT team members 

followed by relevant discussions. 

 

Chairman’s Report (Alan Hazlewood) 

An English Council meeting took place in the period since the last RDT meeting but unfortunately no one from the 

NW region was able to attend. Furthermore the Chairman has not been sent any minutes of this meeting. 

 

The LCO for Lancashire, George Haisman, has resigned his post following the September 2014 Coach Update at 

Crosby Lakeside. The Chairman wanted his thanks put on record for his efforts during his time in post.  George 

encountered several problems during the organisation and running of the event and these were discussed later 

during the RCR’s report. 

 

The Chairman advised that he felt there was a lack of support from British Canoeing for the work of the RDT 

generally and highlighted the lack of support at the September 2014 Coach Update as an example. He felt that 

recent head office changes had meant that we received less support than previously. He also advised that they 

seemed to be sending out mixed messages about regional organisation generally. An email had been sent to British 

Canoeing to advise of his opinions on the matter. 

 

He cited Canoe Polo as an example where they were acting as an organisation separate from the regional structure. 

This was causing friction within the region, particularly as Salford Wildcats came to the RDT to request funds to 

purchase goalposts and nets at Salford Watersports, and once funds were received they showed no further interest 

in the workings of the RDT. It was mentioned that these goalpost and nets were now left rarely used and partially 

submerged under water. Despite this, a request made to borrow them by a NW organisation was refused. It was felt 

that this was not in the spirit of the way the region should be operating. 

 

Alan is going to contact Salford Wild Cats and put a case forward for the loan of goal posts.  

 

During the following discussions, Tom Doyle advised that he would go away and investigate how other sports were 

organised in this respect. In particular he could obtain information about “Snow Sports.”  



 

 

Treasurer’s Report (Pat Green) 

The treasurer reported that the Regions funds were healthy and that the final payment to Lancaster Cohousing 

would be paid imminently. This is the payment from the grant for the development work at Halton Rapids. 

 

The financial year end is 31
st

 October and as such requested that all expenses be submitted as soon as possible to 

assist with preparation of the regional accounts and avoid delays in sending them off to British Canoeing. 

 

RCR’s Report (Ian Bell) 

At the previous RDT meeting it was decided that we should try to find 6 people to attend a training courses to qualify 

them to deliver modules at Coach Updates and the RDT would fund the cost of these courses. Up to now the RCR has 

identified 2 possible candidates.  

 

When he enquired what qualifications were required to undertake the training he was advised that they should have 

an interest and knowledge of the subject and hold a degree. Tom Doyle said that he would try to confirm these 

criteria with British Canoeing. 

 

There was some discussion regarding the September Coach Update, because clearly there were issues to be 

addressed if it resulted in the resignation of the LCO who organised it. Furthermore a written complaint had been 

received from one of the Update attendees. The RCR stated that he was disappointed with some of the outcomes of 

the event and explained some of the reasons for things going wrong but explained how some of the issues 

mentioned in the letter of complaint were beyond the control of the coaches on the day. Ian said he would take time 

to consider his response before replying to the complaint. 

 

Following the resignation of George Haisman as LCO Lancashire Ian had tried to persuade him to change his mind, 

but been unable to do so. As such the post would be advertised in CODE magazine with a view to finding a 

replacement. 

 

For the vacant post of LCO Cheshire, someone had been identified as being suitable but had not yet been appointed. 

 

Delegates at the meeting asked if it would be possible for non-coaching qualified volunteers to help out at future 

events, especially with the admin and booking before the event took place since this seemed to be an area where 

problems were encountered in the past. Ian replied that the idea had merit, but many of the pre-course problems 

relate to enquires from potential candidates which require specialist knowledge to answer. Non-coaching help on 

the day of the event however is quite useful and should be investigated further. 

 

 

Access Report 

The Regional Waterway Advisor (RWA) was not present and a report had not been received by the meeting. 

 

The chairman reported that there had been an item on the BBC One Show on the subject of Access where the 

Angling Trust had put forward a spokesman to put their case but British Canoeing had not. It was felt that this was a 

mistake and did not help our case. 

 

The Treasurer made a mention of an incident on the River Lune, at Halton on the tidal stretch of river below Denny 

Beck Weir. A member of Ribble Canoe Club was hit by a line cast by an angler. The hook impaled in his hand causing 

injury requiring hospital treatment. Someone called the police as it was shown by the video evidence to be a 

deliberate attempt by the angler to cause an injury. The police gave the injured paddler the option of pressing 

charges or making the angler do a face to face apology. The paddler went for the latter; he felt it would be a waste of 

time and public money to take him to court. The angler apologised was given a police caution. The incident was 

reported to British Canoeing Waterways and Environment Team for their consideration.  A general discussion took 

place about the current access situation with contributions from most of those present. Tom Doyle stated that 

British Canoeing was in a difficult situation on this issue. Although many members would like to see a more proactive 

approach taken against the anglers, this is difficult when much of our finding comes from Sport England. If Sport 

England witnessed us spending money on fighting legal cases, especially against another body receiving Sport 

England funding, they may wish to amend the future level of financial support to British Canoeing. 



 

 

 

 

Safeguarding 

The chairman mentioned a recent incident at his club regarding potential problems over Facebook Friends. This had 

been spotted and dealt with before problems emerged, but it highlighted the need for vigilance in such matters.  

 

Web Site 

It was noticed that the web site had the old bursary form on it, but the webmaster has it in hand to replace it with 

the latest one. 

 

Bursary Rules  

Given the exceptionally high number of Bursary Forms received, a general discussion took place about how it was 

currently working and if there was a need for adjustments in its operation. 

 

2014 ACM 

The treasurer pointed out that we needed to decide on a date and venue for the forthcoming ACM. This was agreed 

as 22
nd

 November 2014 at the mill at Halton Rapids following the same format as last year. 

 

RDT Meetings 

It was felt generally that we should be far more proactive at setting dates and venues for RDT meetings. We could 

hardly expect to recruit more attendees to meetings if they were not published in advance. To this end it was 

decided that Pat & Norman Green would look for a venue for the January meeting somewhere near the centre of the 

region. Ian Bell said that the “Thelwall Viaduct” was pretty much the centre of the region. Other attendees were 

asked to investigate other venues for meetings, and Ian Bell said that Liverpool Marina was always available in the 

meantime. 

 

Regional Development Plan 

This plan is due to be submitted to British Canoeing in early 2015 in order for the RDT to continue to receive funding. 

It was proposed that this be drafted and discussed and agreed at the January meeting. 

 

A.O.B. 

Tom Doyle said that he hadn’t a report to give but that he was available to be contacted by anyone who needed any 

information or advice from him as Development Officer.  The RDT thanked him for attending and confirmed his 

presence is valued by the RDT adding, there always seems to be issues that he can contribute and help with. 

 

The meeting concluded at 9.30 


