
Having been involved in the face to face tutor orientations leading up 
to and just after Christmas, I was really excited to see what the 
course would look like on the ground. Having run a few now I can 
happily say...It was great! Really fun and engaging! As the course 
follows a taster session framework, it has a logical structure that the 
candidates recognise and buy into straight away. The supporting 
materials in the form of the website, eLearning, course resources, 
course guides etc., really help with signposting candidates towards 
additional learning opportunities, as well as supporting me as the 
Tutor. It is challenging delivering to smaller groups, some elements 
of the course just work a little better with more people in boats. 
However, the flexibility in the programme means you can 
accommodation this with a bit of thought and does mean you get to 
take part in lots of games and challenges, my stuck in the mud 
tactical awareness is really coming on! 
 
The candidates have responded really positively to the award - it's 
such a practical course and they are in involved straight from the 
start so they are motivated and engaged throughout. Based on the 
candidates feedback, the particular highlights of the course 
generally are: the mini journey session - they appreciate the change 
of scenery as well as them seeing the potential to give people their 
first taste of paddling adventures; the games with aims session - 
most candidates seem to have come from a more formal skill 
acquisition route and seem to really enjoy this approach to 
developing basic skills. Finally the candidate’s sessions are also well 
received and a great opportunity for them to get to grips with the 
course content, as well as developing their repertoire of delivery 
options. 

Hear from Darren Sherwood, Channel Training,
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A Snowy Paddlesport Instructor Course

Because the candidates can pick a craft to instruct from, the rescue session feels a little more relaxed 
and a lot more fun than on the previous course. As a result, the general rescue skills seem to be at a 
higher standard and the candidates leave feeling positive and empowered rather than relieved it's 
over!
 
The standard of paddling in relation to the award has generally been high - this means we have been 
able to focus on the course content rather than develop a paddlers skills in their non-preferred craft to 
get them to the standard. Again, because the course is so practical, there is still the opportunity to 
develop personal skills but it's through the medium of the course ethos rather than driven by a 
syllabus. This is great for the candidates as it gives them a very real set of skills they can then use on 
their taster sessions.


