
For more
information
scan the QR
code or visit
https://bit.ly/lan
caster-canal-1

4.  From here the quiet rural setting is disturbed for
several miles by noise from the M6 motorway, the
main rail link to Glasgow and then the A6 road.
 
5. After around 4.5 miles the canal temporarily
moves away from the busy roads and passes over
the River Brock but soon rejoins the A6 all the way
to Billsborrow, where a large marina and garden
centre are on the left bank.
 
6. For the next 4 miles you paddle through the
isolated, unspoilt countryside of the Fylde Plain. 
 
7. Pass under a number of road bridges; mainly
leading to dairy farms, before eventuallu 
padding under the M55 motorway 
at 10.75 miles.
 
8. From here it is just another 3/4 mile to 
your finish point at the Hand and Dagger 
pub on your right.

PADDLING TRAIL
Lancaster Canal: Garstang to Salwick

Key Information

Start: Kepple Lane Bridge,
Garstang, Lancashire, PR3
1PB
Finish: The Hand and
Dagger, Treales Road
Salwick PR4 0SA
 

Portages: 0
Time: 3-6 hours
Distance: 11.5 Miles
OS Map:  Explorer 296 and
OL41

1. Access to the canal is along a short footpath past a children's play park. Put in and turn right, past Th 'Owd
Tithe Barn pub and Garstang Basin Marina, set in restored wharf buildings

3. The waterway then sweeps east in a graceful curve under
several bridges, past the remains of Greenhalgh Castle

2. Soon pass over the river Wyre on a fine stone aqueduct
designed by John Rennie. Although you have only been 
paddling a few minutes it is worth getting out for a closer look.  

Find out more
information at:
gopaddling.info

An interesting trip along the delightful Lancaster Canal. Historic, rural countryside meets
modern transportation as you pass busy roads on your quiet waterway.

https://gb.mapometer.com/canoeing/route_4627236.html
https://gb.mapometer.com/canoeing/route_4627236.html
http://gopaddling.info/


Licence

Discover More

The Hand and Dagger is a traditional country pub, with an open fire and beer garden, enjoying a pretty locatioin by the
Lancaster Canal. It is also the home of Ribble Canoe Club so paddlers can be assured a warm welcome. 
 
The Wyre Aqueduct is a single arch 110 ft long and 34 ft high spanning the river. It is the second largest on the
navigation and shares much of its character and design with the larger Lune Aqueduct in Lancaster, also attributed to
Rennie. It is constructed of sandstone blocks in bands, alternatively rock faced and furrowed, above which is a heavy
cornice and solid stone parapet. In the summer months Daubentons Bats emerge at dusk to feed on the myriad of
flying insects along the canal and river.
 
Greenhalgh Castle was built in 1490 by Thomas Stanley, the 1st Earl of Derby, to protect his estates around Garstang.
The castle was destroyed in the 17th century by the Roundheads during the civil war, when the Royalists made their
last stand here.
 
Further information can be found on the following websites:

Paddle Safe. Be prepared and take the right kit: 
 
• Wear a correctly sized buoyancy aid 
• Mobile phone – in a waterproof case 
• Whistle – to attract attention in case of emergency 
• Map and / or route description 
• Appropriate clothing for the weather conditions +
spares in a dry bag 
• Food, drink & suncream! 

We want you to enjoy a safe trip, so here are a few tips for staying safe and paddling responsibly. 

Paddle Responsibly.Respect the natural environment
and other users: 
 
• Respect other waterway users #sharethespace 
• Be environmentally aware, minimise your impact 
• Ensure you have the correct licence if required 
• Observe navigational rules – keep right and give other
users space 
• Check, Clean, Dry after every trip!

Licences: The waterways in this trail are managed by the Canal & Rivers Trust and require
paddlers to hold a license. British Canoeing membership includes a full annual license for this
waterway - please take your membership card with you as this acts as your license. 
Non-members can either purchase a British Canoeing membership from
www.britishcanoeing.org.uk or buy licenses direct from www.canalrivertrust.org.uk

Garstang is a pretty market town nestling in the foothills of the scenic Bowland Fell. As a regular
winner of Britain in Bloom awards its streets are lined with colourful flower displays. It has a weekly
market every Thursday, selling an array of local produce, which has been in existence since 1310.

canalrivertrust.org.uk
britishcanoeing.org.uk

visitgarstang.com/

http://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/

