
  

 

Funding Opportunities Available for Athletes  

The England Talent Programme recognises that the cost of competing in our sport can be very demanding, therefore the below table lists some national 
grant sources which are available which can assist athletes with the financial costs of training and competing. If you are aware of any other nationwide grant 
which are not covered in the below table then please contact daniel.thompson@britishcanoeing.org.uk  
  

Please Note: Grant Information is correct at the time of writing.  

Grant  Information  Who is eligible? Key Contact 

Local County Sports Partnership 
 
 
 
 

You can search for many other local bursaries/grants 
through contacting your local County Sports Partnership 
(CSP). 

Eligibility will be dependent on 
each local bursaries/grants. 

Use this tool finder to find your 
nearest CSP 

 
 

 

SportsAid is a registered charity which helps young, 
unfunded athletes to overcome one of their greatest 
barriers to success - the financial challenge of trying to 
become Britain’s next generation of Olympians, 
Paralympians and world champions. 

The charity is able to award grants to athletes as it 
receives donations from partner organisations and then 
distributes the donations to athletes in the region of the 
sponsor, this financial assistance can assist athletes will 
essential training costs such as equipment, competition 
costs and travel. 

Every Autumn British Canoeing will nominate Olympic 
discipline based athletes that are eligible for a SportsAid 
Award. 

A current athlete on the England 
Talent Programme and not a 
member of a UK Sport Lottery 
funded World Class Programme. 
Athlete has shown excellence in 
results at International Level or at a 
Domestic Level.  
Aspiring to or has achieved GB 
Junior/U23 team.  
Ranked within the Top 5 of their age 
group.   

daniel.thompson@britishcanoeing.org
.uk 
 

 
 

The Talented Athlete Scholarship Scheme (TASS) is a 
government backed partnership between talented 
athletes, educational institutes and National Governing 
bodies of sport. 
 

The British Canoeing TASS 
programme is positioned to 
support U23 athletes between the 
England National Talent Squad and 
the World Class UK Programme 

daniel.thompson@britishcanoeing.org
.uk  

http://www.tass.gov.uk
http://www.cspnetwork.org/your-csp
mailto:daniel.thompson@britishcanoeing.org.uk
http://www.cspnetwork.org/your-csp
mailto:daniel.thompson@britishcanoeing.org.uk
mailto:daniel.thompson@britishcanoeing.org.uk
mailto:daniel.thompson@britishcanoeing.org.uk
mailto:daniel.thompson@britishcanoeing.org.uk
http://www.sportsaid.org.uk/


  

 

It aims to support English athletes to fulfil their sporting 
potential and to meet their academic and vocational 
goals, through a dual process which creates a genuine 
balance between sport and education.   
 
Applications will be open circ August 2018, more 
information will be displayed on our website here. 

stages of the performance 
pathway, extending the support 
available to England Performance 
Squad (EPS) athletes and widening 
support to athletes who do not 
quite meet the EPS Criteria. 
 

A performance matrix will be used 
to nominate athletes to receive 
TASS inclusion. 

GLL Sport Foundation  
 

Greenwich Leisure limited (GLL) Sport Foundation grants 
are awarded annually and are available for athletes 
competing within Olympic, Paralympic, Deaflympic and 
Special Olympic sporting disciplines, from regional to 
Olympic and Paralympic levels.  
 

These grants are available for athletes who live or are in 
education where GLL and partners operate venues; or 
affiliated to a sports club that has a training base at a GLL 
operated venue. 

Supported athletes must  
1*) live or  
2*) be educated (school – under 16) 
within an area where GLL or 
partners manage sport and 
leisure venues  
3*) be affiliated to a sports club that 
has a training base at a GLL or 
partner managed sport and leisure 
venue or 
 4*) use a GLL stand-alone 
centre/Better Gym as your strength 
and conditioning venue 
GLL Areas that provide support  

Contact Page 
 
Tel: 020 8221 4922 
 
 

 MAKEACHAMP is a source of crowdfunding for 
competitive sports. This global platform aims to level the 
playing field and ensure every competitive athlete gets 
the support they need to succeed. 

Through equipping athletes with innovative micro-
sponsoring and self-marketing tools, makeachamp help 
athletes build a fanbase and grow their network over the 
long-term as they crowdfund specific goals. 

Anybody  info@makeachamp.com   

https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/olympic-paralympic/talent-programme
http://www.gllsportfoundation.org/eligibility-terms-and-conditions/
http://www.gllsportfoundation.org/area-partners/
http://www.gllsportfoundation.org/contact-us/
mailto:info@makeachamp.com
http://www.gllsportfoundation.org
https://makeachamp.com/


  

 

 Athletes can set up accounts/projects on the 
Crowdfunder platform to help raise much needed funds 
to assist them.   

Anybody Contact Page 

 The vision of the Foundation is to assist young people 
under 16 years of age to participate, to the best of their 
ability, in the sport of their choice irrespective of their 
social circumstances, culture or ethnicity and to ensure 
that, in doing so, they improve their chances both inside 
and outside sport. 

Grants are payable to 
disadvantaged children aged under 
16 for essential sports equipment. 
Travel or coaching are not payable. 
Payment is for individuals 
therefore teams/groups should not 
apply. 

Tel: 07503 641457 

The Joanna Brown Trust 
 

The Joanna Brown Trust provides talented young 
athletes from across the UK with financial support to 
help them excel in their chosen sports. 
 
The Joanna Brown Trust welcomes applications for grant 
funding from young people participating in sport. 

Anybody info@thejoannabrowntrust.org  

 To provide financial support to young people who 
demonstrate exceptional commitment and/or ability in 
the worlds of sport or the performing arts but may be 
held back by their financial situation from pursuing their 
goals. 

Anybody  enquiries@therobgeorgefoundation.c
o.uk  

Everybody Active, Sporting 
Champions Fund 
 

Everyone Active’s Sporting Champions provides funding 
and support for talented athletes from across the UK. 
 

With access to over 150 of Everyone Active’s leisure 
centres across the country, athletes on the scheme are 
able to use the highest standard of facilities for their 
ongoing training. 
 

Becoming a sporting hero comes with a financial burden 
and, for many of our athletes, they will also be provided 
with funding support to help pay for training, equipment, 
travel and competition costs. 

There are three tiers of sponsorship 
which can be applied dependent on 
the level at which an athlete 
competes at, the performance level 
of the athlete and whether the 
athlete is within close proximity of 
an ‘Everybody Active’ leisure 
centre. 

Visit the Everyone Active, Sporting 
Champions Fund website 

http://www.thejoannabrowntrust.org/grants
https://www.easportingchampions.com/packages/
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/guides
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/about-us
http://www.thejoannabrowntrust.org/grants
mailto:info@thejoannabrowntrust.org
mailto:enquiries@therobgeorgefoundation.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@therobgeorgefoundation.co.uk
https://www.easportingchampions.com/packages/
https://www.easportingchampions.com/packages/
https://www.easportingchampions.com/packages/
https://www.easportingchampions.com/packages/
http://therobgeorgefoundation.co.uk/applying-for-assistance/
http://thedickiebirdfoundation.co.uk/


  

 

Jeremy Willson Charitable Trust 
 

The charity was set up in May 2006 by the Willson family 
following the death of their son and brother Jeremy in 
March the same year. The intention of the family was to 
ensure that Jeremy's positive legacy continued and that 
he would continue to be remembered. 
The charity helps people and projects that reflected 
Jeremy’s passions in life which includes young (under the 
age of 30) able-bodied and disabled sportspeople and 
athletes.  

Grant criteria – Able-bodied and 
disabled sportspeople and athletes. 
Applicants must be aged under 30 
(at the time of application) and not 
be sportspeople or athletes whom 
are already well established in their 
sport. 

No application deadline. 

Applicants should email a letter to the 
JWCT, with supporting information 
including background to the applicant, 
an overview of why they or their 
project requires a grant, and how any 
grant would be spent. Applicants may, 
depending on the application, also 
wish to provide a project plan, 
photographs and references. 

The Arts & Sports Trust 
 

The aim of the Trust is to assist young people up to the 
age of 18 who have exceptional talent in any of the fields 
of arts or sports, but who may not have the financial 
resources to fund the specialist training, education and 
equipment required. 
The trust looks candidates with potential to become 
athletes at national or International level, but this award 
is supported at all levels where potential is apparent. The 
trust seeks to offers awards for sustainable cases where 
their grants will help to cover costs such as equipment 
and training.  

Nominations accepted for awards 
from organisations who will put 
forward candidates for 
consideration: 

 You must be 18 or under at the 
end of the period in which your 
organisation is submitting your 
application. 

 You are a citizen of the United 
Kingdom and you are currently 
resident in the United 
Kingdom. 

 You have a particular, 
recognised talent in any of the 
fields covered by Arts or 
Sports. 

 You are affiliated to a school, 
club or Organisation that 
actively promotes, supports 
and encourages activities and 
excellence in your chosen field. 

 You can demonstrate a track 
record of successful activity, 

If you think that you meet all of the 
above criteria, then please contact 
daniel.thompson@bnritishcanoeing.or
g.uk who will ask you to provide more 
detail around why you wished to be 
considered, The England Talent 
Programme will then put yourself 
forward as a candidate for 
consideration. 

http://www.theartsandsportstrust.org.uk/
http://www.theartsandsportstrust.org.uk/
http://www.theartsandsportstrust.org.uk/
https://www.jwct.org.uk/
http://www.theartsandsportstrust.org.uk/
http://www.theartsandsportstrust.org.uk/
https://www.jwct.org.uk/
mailto:info@jwct.org.uk
http://www.theartsandsportstrust.org.uk/
mailto:daniel.thompson@bnritishcanoeing.org.uk
mailto:daniel.thompson@bnritishcanoeing.org.uk


  

 

achievement and commitment 
in your chosen field. 

 You can give a clear indication 
of how any grant will be used 
to further your aspirations in 
the field of arts or sports. 

END – 15/02/2019 


