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PADDLING TRAIL
Fossdyke Navigation

Key Information

Start: Torksey Lock, Lincoln,
LN1 2EH
Finish: Lucy Tower Car Park,
Brayford Wharf North,
Lincoln, LN1 1XJ (Height
restrictions apply)

Portages: 0 
Time: 2.5 - 5.5 hours
Distance: 11 miles
OS Map:  Explorer
271 Newark on Trent
and 272 Lincoln

1. This route starts off as 
it means to go on; through the open
countryside of Lincolnshire. 

3. At just over 3 miles you meet with the busy A57 road and track alongside it
for the next few miles. 

4. Pass under the railway at Saxilby around 5 miles in, continuing to follow the A57, on your right, as you
leave the village. The Sheffield to Lincoln railway line now also follows your route, to your left.
 
5. Around 7 miles into your journey the A57 begins to move away from your trail and at 8 miles you pass
the prestigious Burton Waters marina and housing development before heading back into open fields.
 
6. Passing under the A46 at 9 miles you will then see Carholme Golf Club on your left, before you suddenly
enter the built up area of Lincoln City Centre.
 
7. You have just one mile of this more urban landscape before reaching your finish point at Brayford Wharf.
You will be able to see Lincoln Cathedral and castle battlements as you enter the city.
 
8. As you enter the wharf you will see Lincoln University buildings on your right. Your get out is on a landing
platform on the left side of the wharf, where there are a variety of restaurants.

2. For the first 3 miles you will see open fields and only the odd house
from the water.  

Find out more
information at:
gopaddling.info

The Fossdyke was originally built, in around 120 AD, by the Romans to connect the River Witham to the
River Trent. This lock free journey takes you along the entire length of the historic waterway. 

https://gb.mapometer.com/canoeing/route_4630508.html
https://gb.mapometer.com/canoeing/route_4630508.html
http://gopaddling.info/


Licence

Discover More

The Fossdyke Navigation was first built in Roman times, making it possibly the oldest British canal. 
It was constructed in order to connect the River Witham to the River Trent in around 120AD. 
 
After the Romans left the Fossdyke fell into disrepair until 1121, when King Henry I ordered for it to be
scoured out. It often re-filled with silt until the mid 1700’s, when a reliable channel was dug out and
maintained. Since then the Fossdyke has always been in use although some parts fell into disrepair.
Various groups and authorities have improved the navigation over the years and it is now a pleasant
journey into the heart of Lincoln. 
 
While in Lincoln it is worth visiting the historic centre. A stroll around its magnificent cathedral and cobbled,
winding streets are a pleasant way to spend and afternoon.
 
Visit the following website for further information: 

Paddle Safe. Be prepared and take the right kit: 
 
• Wear a correctly sized buoyancy aid 
• Mobile phone – in a waterproof case 
• Whistle – to attract attention in case of emergency 
• Map and / or route description 
• Appropriate clothing for the weather conditions +
spares in a dry bag 
• Food, drink & suncream! 

We want you to enjoy a safe trip, so here are a few tips for staying safe and paddling responsibly. 

Paddle Responsibly.Respect the natural environment
and other users: 
 
• Respect other waterway users #sharethespace 
• Be environmentally aware, minimise your impact 
• Ensure you have the correct licence if required 
• Observe navigational rules – keep right and give other
users space 
• Check, Clean, Dry after every trip!

Licences: The waterways in this trail are managed by the Canal & Rivers Trust and require paddlers to
hold a license. British Canoeing membership includes a full annual license for this waterway - please take
your membership card with you as this acts as your license. 
Non-members can either purchase a British Canoeing membership from www.britishcanoeing.org.uk or
buy licenses direct from www.canalrivertrust.org.uk  

canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/canal-and-river-network/fossdyke-navigation

visitlincoln.com/

wikipedia.org/wiki/Foss_Dyke

http://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/
http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/canal-and-river-network/fossdyke-navigation
http://visitlincoln.com/
http://wikipedia.org/wiki/Foss_Dyke

