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England Talent Sprint Programme 

England Development Programme Eligibility Policy 2019-2020 

 
1. Programme Purpose  

Our programme purpose is to support talented athletes, coaches and clubs to be the best they can be and to 

equip athletes for successful transition onto the Olympic and Paralympic World Class Programmes. 

 

Competitive sport isn’t a zero sum game. Participation at every level in our pathway presents a host of 

opportunities and challenges that can have a significantly positive impact on our aspiring athletes in the long 

term, regardless of their eventual level of achievement within the sport. It is the very real desire of every 

member of staff that works within the England Sprint Talent Programme that we not only identify and nurture 

promising athletes, but make the overall experience positive and rewarding for all. It is hoped that some 

paddlers will become world class performers, however for those who do not, through supporting their 

development, we hope to build a level of competence and enjoyment of the sport and to have a positive impact 

on their development as a person. 

 

The England Sprint Talent Programme is supported by funding from Sport England. There are a range of 

measures and objectives attached to this funding, the most significant of which is the number of English boats 

qualifying for the Junior or U23 GB team and the number of English talent athletes that subsequently qualify for 

the British Canoeing World Class Programme (WCP).   

 

2. Talent Pathway 
The England Sprint Talent Programme is divided into a tiered, progressive squad structure; the England 
Development Programme (EDP), the England National Talent Squad (ENTS) and the England Performance Squad 
(EPS). Each squad has its own selection criteria and aims. To view the Qualification Criteria document relating to 
the ENTS and EPS please see HERE.  
 
The purpose of the EDP is to help identify and support emerging club based athletes who are primarily under 16 
and who may be challenging for the GB Junior team in the next 2-3 years, as well as supporting these athletes’ 
coaches within the clubs.  
 
The EDP provision will be camp based with approximately 4 core events per season. EDP events will be themed 

and athletes are invited to attend events where the content is relevant to them. Camp provision be structured 

to ensure that learning and development occurs between events. Support and guidance will be available in the 

form of training and gym programmes, with support not being limited to the weekend camps. As such, it is highly 

encouraged that athletes should attend these events with their club coach as this will support the intended 

learning outcomes of these weekends and each EDP core event will include coach development opportunities. 

Talent Strategy   

The aim of the England Sprint Talent Programme is to develop a pathway that delivers a consistent pipeline of 

talented athletes in all Olympic classes to the WCP. As the cycle progresses, the England Sprint Talent 

Programme aims to achieve a balanced (gender and class) inclusion across all squads and this will be reflected 

in selection decisions.  In order to realise this ambition there will be additional EDP events, support and provision 

to help address the current gap in the female classes. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vpLj3mKdpdhIzh948vxrEzmpORVIPyQj/view?usp=sharing
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3. Eligibility 
To be eligible to be part of the EDP an athlete must: 

 be a member of British Canoeing; 

 be an under 16 athlete (with discretion in exceptional cases to include under 17’s) competing in 

Boys/Girls B or above; 

      AND  

 have been born in England or; 

 have a parent who has been born in England or; 

 have been a resident in England for over three years by 30th Sept 2019. 

 

4. Registration 
Please register your details and contact information HERE, in order to be included within the EDP camp mailing 
list where details, further information and camp dates will be circulated.  

5. Notes 
This policy is subject to consistent review and iteration and as such may be subject to amendment. The policy 
has been written to set out the applicable principles and create a transparent process. While the principles will 
be adhered to, there may need to be some flexibility in the application of this policy to ensure we create effective 
training squads, account for differing levels of biological development and any other exceptional circumstances, 
including but not limited to, injury or significant illness.  

It is intended that everyone who is eligible to attend, will be able to attend the EDP core events. However, where 
the number of EDP applications exceeds the number of available places, attendance will be allocated in the 
order that the applications were received and age of the athlete (priority given to younger athletes).    

It is not envisaged that any part of this policy or eligibility criteria will be subject to appeal. However, should an 
athlete have concerns regarding a potential misapplication of this policy or bias on behalf of a decision maker, 
these should be raised initially with the Head of Talent. Should this fail to resolve the concern, a second query 
should be raised with the Head of Performance Operations. By raising this second query, the applicant is 
accepting that the decision of the Head of Performance Operations will be final and binding. 

6. Conflicts of Interest  
British Canoeing is committed to upholding high standards of integrity, and as such any person who is part of 
the decision making process shall declare any conflict of interest or potential conflict of interest, and shall refrain 
from participation in the discussion in respect to EDP qualification, in which they have a conflict of interest. If a 
person is unsure whether they have a conflict or potential conflict they should consult the Head of Governance 
and Compliance.  

7. Data Protection  
British Canoeing is a privacy conscious organisation and is strongly committed to an individual’s right to privacy. 
All data gathered during the course of any qualification consideration process will be processed and stored in 
compliance with the British Canoeing Data Protection Policy and in accordance with all applicable Data 
Protection laws in effect at the time of publication of this document, including but not limited to, the GDPR and 
the Data Protection Act 2018 which came into effect on 25th May 2018.  

Further information on British Canoeing’s approach to privacy and data protection, including our privacy notices, 
policies and contact details, can be located in our Privacy Centre 
(https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/about/privacy-centre).   

https://britishcanoeing.formstack.com/forms/england_talent_canoe_sprint_development_programme_20192020_expression_of_interest_form
https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/about/privacy-centre
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Should an individual wish any data we hold relating to them to be deleted at any point, they should contact us 
at GDPR@britishcanoeing.org.uk. 

8. Policies 
For the avoidance of doubt this policy operates in conjunction with all relevant British Canoeing policies including 
but not limited to, Equality Policy, Anti-Doping Policy, Anti Bullying Policy and Anti Bribery Policy.  

9. Communications 
British Canoeing is committed to providing open and informative communication in relation to inclusion. All 
athletes will receive formal confirmation of the squad inclusion, and for those athletes who wish to discuss the 
outcome of decisions made, coaches will be available to speak informally to athletes and parents. 

10. Contacts 
Head of Talent: richard.ramsdale@britishcanoeing.org.uk 
Talent Admin Officer: daniel.thompson@britishcanoeing.org.uk 
Head of Performance Operations: andy.maddock@britishcanoeing.org.uk  
 

END 
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