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PADDLING TRAIL
Christchurch Circle

Key Information

Start/Finish: Mayors
Mead Car Park, off
Wick Lane,
Christchurch, BH23
1HU

Portages: 0 
Time: 1 hour
Distance: 2 miles
OS Map:  Explorer
OL22 New Forest

1. Launch from the slipway and turn left towards the harbour and the sea. There are many boats moored here so
please beware.

3. Shortly you will arrive at the junction of the Rivers Stour and Avon. You need to take the left hand fork here
(straight on) to enter the River Avon.

6. Once under the bridge again the buildings disappear and the
river divides once more. Beware of the river pushing you into
the bank at this point. At this junction take the right fork to
continue around the circle. If you are very quiet in this area you
may be lucky enough to see kingfishers hunting their prey.

2.You will soon find that buildings disappear, leaving you to paddle with open fields to your sides. During the journey
take your time to explore all the small inlets and keep your eyes peeled, as there is so much to see.

Find out more
information at:
gopaddling.info

A beautiful trail which passes by some lovely nature reserves. Starting on the River Stour before taking
you onto the Dorset River Avon, where it empties into Christchurch Harbour. 

4. Once around the corner the river forks again and again you take the left hand fork. You may be able to spot
Christchurch Priory on your left; a 900 year old building and the longest parish church in the country.

5. As you approach the bridge you need to pass a barge which is used for very expensive game fishing. You are
allowed to paddle here but, if there are fishermen present, ask them where is best to paddle past. 
The bridge can create a strong flow as it squeezes the water 
underneath it; take care not to get caught in the trees on either side 
as you pass through.

7. Follow the river around,
under the second bridge of
Bridge Street, and then
continue back to where the
river divided and from
there back to your launch
point.

https://gb.mapometer.com/canoeing/route_4575417.html
https://gb.mapometer.com/canoeing/route_4575417.html
http://gopaddling.info/


Licence

Discover More

Note: It is possible to extend your journey by paddling the Stour Trail to Iford Bridge.
 
Take care on slipways, which can live up to their name and become very slippery. Christchurch Harbour has
several areas that are designated SSSI please do not land unless you are sure of authorised access.
 
The Estuary is tidal please ensure that you will have enough water to get back (or be prepared for a muddy
wade). At times the tide moves with great speed so be aware of objects that you could become trapped
against. Check the tide times and weather conditions before you set out. At low tide there are large mud banks.
There can also be very strong tidal flows near the entrance to the harbour (known locally as "The Run").
 
This River Avon (there are multiple River Avon’s in the UK) rises in Wiltshire and flows through Salisbury and
Hampshire before reaching the English Channel through Christchurch Harbour.
 
The Devizes to Westminster canoe race, which is held each Easter, was inspired by a trip from Pewsey to
Christchurch, following the Avon. The river acts as a natural boundary between Hampshire and Dorset.
 
Further useful information can be found on the following websites:

Paddle Safe. Be prepared and take the right kit: 
 
• Wear a correctly sized buoyancy aid 
• Mobile phone – in a waterproof case 
• Whistle – to attract attention in case of emergency 
• Map and / or route description 
• Appropriate clothing for the weather conditions +
spares in a dry bag 
• Food, drink & suncream! 

We want you to enjoy a safe trip, so here are a few tips for staying safe and paddling responsibly. 
Paddle Responsibly.Respect the natural environment
and other users: 
 
• Respect other waterway users #sharethespace 
• Be environmentally aware, minimise your impact 
• Ensure you have the correct licence if required 
• Observe navigational rules – keep right and give other
users space 
• Check, Clean, Dry after every trip!

Licences: The waterways on this trail don’t require you to have a licence to paddle on them. However if
you paddle regularly you should consider becoming a member of British Canoeing. A British Canoeing
membership gives you a whole range of benefits including a licence to paddle on 4500km of Britain's
waterways and Civil Liability Insurance, worth up to £10 million. Not only will membership help save you
money, it will give you peace of mind when out on the waterways. For more information on British
Canoeing membership please click here.

www.visitchristchurch.info/

www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/article/408915/Slipways-in-Christchurch

http://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/
http://www.visitchristchurch.info/
http://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/article/408915/Slipways-in-Christchurch

