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PADDLING TRAIL
Chesterfield Canal: Worksop to Osberton

Key Information

Start/Finish: Canal
Road, Worksop, S80
2EH

Portages: 4
Time: 1.5 - 3 hours
Distance: 6 miles
OS Map: Explorer 269
Chesterfield and
Alfreton

1. Cross Canal Road to put in near your car, just before the
bridge. Turn right and paddle towards and under the bridge.

3. Paddle a little further and start to make your way out of the industrial area of Worksop. The canal narrows for a few
yards and on your right you will pass the Grade II listed Bracebridge Pumping Station. A little further on you come across
your second portage (Worksop Manton Lock no 52), with again, a straightforward put in on the other side of the lock. 

4. From here the countryside begins to open up in front of you, with lovely views of the Nottinghamshire countryside.
Horses graze along the side of the canal and will often come and have a look at the interesting crafts passing them by.
 
5. Pass under numerous bridges built at different times in history and as you paddle along, you will see the beautiful
Osberton Hall ahead of you.
 
6.As you start to leave behind Osberton Hall, you arrive at Osberton Lock (no 53) with a lovely Lock Keepers Cottage on
the left hand side. This is your turning point.
 
7. Retrace your paddle back to Worksop, taking in the beautiful views of the Bassetlaw countryside as you go.

2. A just a few 100 yards you will come across your first portage at Worksop Bracebridge Lock (no 51), which is an
alternative start point, with a little parking area by the bridge. For this portage get out on your right, walk through the
staggered gates, over the bridge to a relatively straight forward put in after the bridge.

Find out more
information at:
gopaddling.info

Leave the urban landscape of Worksop behind as you travel to the grounds of a majestic
stately home.

https://gb.mapometer.com/canoeing/route_4687505.html
https://gb.mapometer.com/canoeing/route_4687505.html
http://gopaddling.info/


Licence

Discover More

Osberton Hall 
 
Osberton can be traced to the medieval period and is specifically mentioned in the Domesday Book, at that
time containing two manors and a church (White’s 1875 work contains a description of the different owners
during the medieval period). Up to the 18th century, Osberton extended much further south than the present
park (to the current A57) and east towards the A1.
 
 
Osberton is now well known for its International Horse Trials, held in September, which attracts top eventing
riders from around the world. 
 
 
Bracebridge Pumping Station
 
Built in 1881, Grade II listed Bracebridge Pumping Station was part of Worksop's new sewage system. It used
two steam-driven beam engines (together with a travelling crane) to pump the sewage to the effluent
processing facility. The engine was coal-fired, with the coal being brought in from nearby Shireoaks Colliery by
boat via the Chesterfield Canal. Like many Victorian pumping stations it was built with no little style, designed
in an Italian Romanesque style including ornate cast-iron columns and a spiral staircase. Apparently these
remain inside.

Paddle Safe. Be prepared and take the right kit: 
 
• Wear a correctly sized buoyancy aid 
• Mobile phone – in a waterproof case 
• Whistle – to attract attention in case of emergency 
• Map and / or route description 
• Appropriate clothing for the weather conditions +
spares in a dry bag 
• Food, drink & suncream! 

We want you to enjoy a safe trip, so here are a few tips for staying safe and paddling responsibly. 

Paddle Responsibly.Respect the natural environment
and other users: 
 
• Respect other waterway users #sharethespace 
• Be environmentally aware, minimise your impact 
• Ensure you have the correct licence if required 
• Observe navigational rules – keep right and give other
users space 
• Check, Clean, Dry after every trip!

Licences: The waterways in this trail are managed by the Canal & Rivers Trust and require paddlers to hold a
license. British Canoeing membership includes a full annual license for this waterway - please take your
membership card with you as this acts as your license. 
Non-members can either purchase a British Canoeing membership from www.britishcanoeing.org.uk or buy
licenses direct from www.canalrivertrust.org.uk  

http://www.bassetlaw.gov.uk/media/625755/UPG41-Osberton-Hall-Scofton-Hall.pdf

http://osberton-horse.co.uk/

http://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/

