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PADDLING TRAIL
Chesterfield Canal Heritage Trail

Key Information

Start/Finish: Tapton
Lock Visitor Centre,
Lockoford Lane, S41
7JB

Portages: 0 
Time: 2 - 4 hours
Distance: 8 miles
OS Map:  Explorer
269 Chesterfield and
Alfreton

1. On road parking is available on at Tapton Lock. Pay for your day ticket or see below for
details of how British Canoeing members can get this free of charge. The get in is the
opposite side of the road bridge to the visitor centre, where there is a slip way.

3. After passing The Mill pub (which has its own landing stage and a pub
garden) the canal continues to Wheeldon Mill Lock . This is a simple
portage, with good banks above and below the lock.

5. After the second lock (Bluebank Lock, again an easy portage) the countryside views open up even more, as fields take over from
trees on the canal’s eastern side.
 
6. Two miles in reach Dixon’s Lock. Although the banks are slightly high upstream, this is still a relatively simple portage. After here
there’s just another half mile, skirting round the woodland, before reaching Hollingwood Hub.
 
7. At this point you can either retrace your paddle back to Tapton Lock, or continue on to Staveley Town Basin, a further 1.5 miles
along the canal. 
 
8. From the basin simply retrace your paddle back to either Hollingwood or Tapton Locks to complete your trail.

2. Although Tapton Lock is within Chesterfield the trail is surrounded by trees, with the canal
progressing through the flood plain of the River Rother. As this section of the canal is cut off
from the main network, few motorised boats use it.

Find out more
information at:
gopaddling.info

This 4 mile section of the Chesterfield Canal in Derbyshire, weaves through the countryside around
Chesterfield. There are various route length options to be explored.
This route has been developed in partnership with Derbyshire County Council.

4. Views start to open out, with the low hills of the Derbyshire countryside
appearing through the trees. Despite this, the next section is still fringed
by trees, with the river still running close by.

https://gb.mapometer.com/canoeing/route_4570661.html
http://gopaddling.info/


Licence

Discover More

The Chesterfield Canal previously ran right from the centre of the town to the River Trent at West
Stockwith. However, as the canal system declined many sections became derelict, and today the canal is
cut into two navigable sections.
 
If not completing the trail as a there-and-back trip the best place to finish is at Hollingwood Hub . There you
will find a car park and a café (open Wednesday to Sunday).
 
There was once a brick works and colliery close to Wheeldon Mill lock, on the outskirts of the town of
Brimington which lies out of sight to the east.
 
At Hollingwood Hub there is a great little café (open Wednesday to Sunday), making it a great place to stop
for a snack or drink. 
 
Designed to stimulate use of this cut-off section of the canal until a full restoration is possible, the basin, at
Staveley, was opened in 2012, with a lot of development going on around it. This includes a new lock at the
top end, starting the process of advancing the canal further towards the Norwood Tunnel once again.
 

Paddle Safe. Be prepared and take the right kit: 
 
• Wear a correctly sized buoyancy aid 
• Mobile phone – in a waterproof case 
• Whistle – to attract attention in case of emergency 
• Map and / or route description 
• Appropriate clothing for the weather conditions +
spares in a dry bag 
• Food, drink & suncream! 

We want you to enjoy a safe trip, so here are a few tips for staying safe and paddling responsibly. 

Paddle Responsibly.Respect the natural environment
and other users: 
 
• Respect other waterway users #sharethespace 
• Be environmentally aware, minimise your impact 
• Ensure you have the correct licence if required 
• Observe navigational rules – keep right and give other
users space 
• Check, Clean, Dry after every trip!

Licences: Paddlers accessing the canal need to buy licence from Derbyshire County Council. These can be
purchased from Tapton Lock Visitor Centre, as either 1 day, 1 week or annual price bands
(http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk - 01629 533020). British Canoeing Members can access the canal free of charge –
but still require a day licence. If your paddle is during Tapton Lock Visitor Centre’s opening hours show them your
membership card/s. If the centre is closed, please call them before or after your paddle to let them know your
membership number. The fees for the canal (including those funded by British Canoeing for its members)
contribute to the canoeing portages the council have installed, the upkeep of the canal and the restoration works
into the future.

http://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/

