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British Canoeing River Raft Guide Award – Syllabus 

Aim 

The British Canoeing River Raft Guide Award is aimed at anyone over the age of 18 who 

would like to take groups of people white water rafting on natural rivers. The qualification 

will let you work under the guidance of a qualified British Canoeing Raft Trip Leader. The 

River Raft Guide Award can be split into Class 2, 3 or 4.  

On passing the assessment, it is the responsibility of the Guide to ensure that their Rescue/ 

First Aid qualifications are kept valid within the guidelines of the provider of their award. 

It is also advised that the Guide ensures they stay current with best practice, building on 

their skill levels and remain active within their Guide roles. 

Training and Assessment Courses 

To achieve the British Canoeing River Raft Guide Award, candidates are required to attend 

the British Canoeing River Raft Guide training. Upon completion of the training and the 

other assessment prerequisites, candidates can then put themselves forward for 

assessment. Assessments will be a minimum of 3 hours (a minimum of 2 hours Guiding and 

1 hour ropes/rescue skills). 

Related British Canoeing Policies 

See ‘British Canoeing Appeals Procedure’ for details on how candidates can make an appeal 

or complaint concerning the content or outcome of a British Canoeing Rafting Award. 

See ‘APL Guidance Notes’ for details on how to apply for Accredited Prior Learning (APL). 

APL is mainly used to allow individuals to access a British Canoeing qualification or award 

where they do not hold the specific prerequisite but have equivalent prior learning. 

See ‘British Canoeing Reasonable Adjustments Policy’ for details on how providers can make 

adjustments for paddlers with specific disabilities. 

Useful Information 

Please refer to the ‘British Canoeing River Raft Guide Training Notes’ and ‘British Canoeing 

River Raft Guide Assessment Notes’ for further information. 

Training Prerequisites 

Candidates are not required to hold membership or First Aid at the point of training. Should 

the candidate have achieved the British Canoeing Stadium Raft Guide and have a minimum 

of 60 hours logged stadium guiding, they do not need to attend a River Raft Guide Training 

but must ensure they have all the river and rope work requirements for assessment. 
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Assessment Prerequisites 

 Attended River Raft Guide Training 

 Home Nation membership 

 Current First Aid certificate (16 hours) with CPR (cardiopulmonary 

resuscitation) 

 Valid (within 3 years) Advanced WWSR or Rescue 3 WRT Pro qualification. 

You may APL this with supporting evidence and recommendation by a Level 4 

or 5 Raft Guide. 

 Logbook – for Class 2/3 this must be a minimum of 20 hours Guiding on grade 

2/3 water, for Class 4 this must be a minimum of 40 hours of Guiding on 

grade 4. These are both a minimum and may be more if the Guide does not 

have any transferable skills from another white water discipline. 

Candidates must be 18 years or over at the time of assessment. 

Craft 

A raft that is safe and fit for purpose for the remit of the Award and the assessment tasks. 

Equipment 

The candidate should have a CE recognised helmet (no large peaks) and a CE Buoyancy aid. 

Each candidate should carry on their person a flipline (a length of tape or floating line 3-5 

metres long), 3 carabiners (screw gate), 2 prussics, one pulley, a throw bag on a releasable 

wait belt (15-20m in length which is floating and stored in a bag), knife and watch as a 

minimum requirement. 

A First Aid kit must be present within the flotilla, as well as extra equipment for a main wrap 

kit (more pulleys, carabiners, etc). 

Trainer and Assessor 

Training and Assessments can be run by a Level 4 or Level 5 Guide. 

Assessment Venue 

This must be a British Canoeing Quality Marked Centre where the centre is on the 

appropriate water, runs a commercial Raft Guide operation and has either a Level 4 or Level 

5 in residence. The candidate may be assessed on a grade 4 and awarded the grade 3 remit 

but cannot be assessed on grade 3 and awarded the grade 4 remit. 
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Technical Syllabus 

Part A – Personal Paddling Skills 
 
The manoeuvres and strokes should be blended as appropriate, with the correct ones 
selected to suit the section of river that is being run. 
A.1 Raft Manoeuvres 

A.2 Guide Posture 

A.3 Stroke Work 

Part B – Rescue Skills 

The emphasis is for the candidate to know how to rescue clients from the bank and the raft, 

as well as what to do should the raft capsize. 

B.1 Guide Rescue Skills 

- Flip drill 

- Swimming 

- Throw lines 

- Tension diagonal 

- Mechanical advantage 

- Foot entrapment 

Part C – Safety, Leadership and Group Skills 

During the assessment candidates should show they have the ability to look after and help 

to lead the clients that attend their trips. The skills assessed include: 

C.1 Client Interaction 

C.2 Safety Brief 

C.3 Client Safety 

Part D – Theory 

The emphasis of the assessment is that the candidate can show knowledge required to 

guide a raft on river in a flotilla. This should be blended throughout the assessment. 

D.1 Equipment 

D.2 Safety 

D.3 Weather 

D.4 Planning 


