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Cn3HdD

PADDLING TRAIL
Birmingham Trail 6: Shirley Drawbridge to 

Hockley Heath

Key Information

Start: Stratford Canal,
Shirley Drawbridge,
Drawbridge Road, Shirley,
B90 1DD
Finish: The Wharf Tavern,
Hockley Heath, B94 6QT

Portages: 0 
Time: 1.5 -3 hours
Distance: 6 miles
OS Map:  Explorer
220 Birmingham

1. The trail starts at Shirley Drawbridge. Put in near the bridge itself, access is easy along the bank and
turn left. The route onwards is very rural, passing through farmland and under numerous bridges carrying
quiet country lanes over the canal..

3. After around one mile you pass along the edges of Dickens Heath, a new village,
built up over the last 30 years.

5. The route finishes at bridge 25 at The Wharf pub in
the village of Hockley Heath where you will find shops
etc land on the right just after the short arm. Please ask
if you are going to use the pub car park.

2. Look out for the odd ancient oak tree along your journey. These are remnants of the, once vast, Forest
of Arden.

Find out more
information at:
gopaddling.info

 
This section of canal is almost entirely rural, following the Stratford Canal on the final leg of the
Birmingham & Black Country Canoe Trail. Starting at Shirley Drawbridge, the journey is a gentle paddle,
under brick bridges, through fields and small villages.

4. Just after bridge 16 is Earleswood Motor Yacht club where members
moor their boats on the reservoir feeder canal, there is a bar and food is
available. The feeder canal leads to Earlswood Lakes; 3 man-made
reservoirs, built in the 1820’s to feed the canal.

6. There is an option of continuing a
further 1k to Swallow Cruises boat
yard. Land right bank, parking by
arrangement, shop & toilets.

https://gb.mapometer.com/canoeing/route_4566991.html
https://gb.mapometer.com/canoeing/route_4566991.html
http://gopaddling.info/


Licence

Discover More

The Forest of Arden once covered a vast area and was the setting for the Shakespeare play, As You Like
It. The Romans built no roads through this forest as the woodland was too dense. Much of the forest was
cleared in the middle ages and you are now more likely to see Christmas trees than oak trees, grown at
the nearby Christmas tree farm!
 
Dickens Heath is a new village, created by Solihull Council, in repsonse to their need for new housing. It was
started in the late 1980’s and now houses around 4000 people.
 
Earleswood Reservoirs; Engine House, Windmill and Terry’s Pool. Created to feed the Stratford canal they
are now used for fishing, sailing and as a wildlife reserve. There is a large craft centre by the lakes.
 
Further information can be found on the following websites:

Paddle Safe. Be prepared and take the right kit: 
 
• Wear a correctly sized buoyancy aid 
• Mobile phone – in a waterproof case 
• Whistle – to attract attention in case of emergency 
• Map and / or route description 
• Appropriate clothing for the weather conditions +
spares in a dry bag 
• Food, drink & suncream! 

We want you to enjoy a safe trip, so here are a few tips for staying safe and paddling responsibly. 

Paddle Responsibly.Respect the natural environment
and other users: 
 
• Respect other waterway users #sharethespace 
• Be environmentally aware, minimise your impact 
• Ensure you have the correct licence if required 
• Observe navigational rules – keep right and give other
users space 
• Check, Clean, Dry after every trip!

Licences: The waterways in this trail are managed by Canal & Rivers Trust and require paddlers to hold
a license. British Canoeing membership includes a full annual license for this waterway - please take
your membership card with you as this acts as your license. Non-members can either purchase a British
Canoeing membership from www.britishcanoeing.org.uk or buy licenses direct from
www.canalrivertrust.org.uk  

canalrivertrust.org.uk
britishcanoeing.org.uk

This is trail 6 of 6 in a series, developed in conjunction with the Canal & Rivers Trust, which
run through Birmingham and the Black Country. The trails are a variety of lengths and can be
paddled at your leisure. Explore just one, or complete all six in a multi-day expedition.

http://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/
http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/
http://britishcanoeing.org.uk/

