Go Birmingham and Black Country __
v Dudley Canal Trust to Cambrian Wharf k- .LEI-'.'I.%IETEIEJI;I;
S PADDUNG TRAIL

This trail follows the Birmingham Canal, via the New Main Line. This is a journey through history; with
towering iron bridges overhead and peaceful sections inside deep embankments.

Distance: 9miles

Time: 2.5 - 4.5 hours {appno)

Lodks/Portages: 1 portage around 2 locks
Start: Dudley Canal Trust, 105 Map: Explorer 220 Birmingham
Birmunigharm Mew Boad OV 458
Finish: Cambrian Whard, - Sean or visit

ElERGE iy udiey-canal

1o find the map in
@ Mapometer and downb
[=]; the GPX File

Birmingharm B1 2AMN

@ Leaving Dudley Canal Trust, head
out anto the Birmingham Main Line

Canal, keeping laft toward Factory Junction,
Pass Balthouse Stableg Acthvity Centre on your laft,
just befare the lacks,

@ Immediately after Malthouse Stables turn right under the
footbridge towards the 3 locks, Note the now derelict gauging
hiowse (R) for weighing Boats to enable tolls to be taken, Easy
egress on the lefit hand side, Short carey o the battom of the
last lock, carry over tootbridge and launch from the corner of
4 low bank,

@ The raute passes over several aqueduects and 3 number of junctians Firstly the Metherton Tunnel branch (at around 2, 5miles),
tollowed by Albion Junction - which goes up the Gower Branch 3 locks to the Old Bain Line, Next is Pudding Green Junction,
whare the Walsall Canal joins trom the lelt, Access and egress available here, park in Albion Boad, Note the islands, which
housed the toll houses, where clerks would gauge and charge passing boats,

@ At just under 4.5 miles you reach Bromford Junction, take the right branch, onwards to the Steward Agqueduct, notable for its
double arches. Here old meets new and canal meets road as the Old Main line goes over the Mew Main line, with the M5 towear-
ing cwar both. From here the canal passes betwaen the railway and the histonc site of Chances Glassworks, which has exciting
plans for refurbishment.

The Trall enters the Galton Valley, dug by hand over 100 years and 3 different canal levels. At ts deepest the cast iron Galton
bridge spans overhead, once the highest in the world. At 5.6 miles pass through Galton Tunnel (115m] and onwards past
Smethwick Pumping Station on the left: bullt to Ift water up to the Old Main Line.

@ Pass under Engine arm Aqueduct at 6.2 miles; bullt to supply the canal with water and the original engine with coal (the arlginal
“Smethwick Engine’ (s the aldest working steam englne In the world, bullt in 1779}

. Pass Rolfe Bridge and shortly after, Smethwick Junction, where the 00d Mainline joins
Fln'd more from the left. Follow straight ahead. Loops leave the mainline on the right and left,
] z - wihich were the course of the original Brindley canal. First on the left is the Soha Loop,
pﬂddl II"Ig tl"EIIS at: wihich leads to "Centre of the Earth Wildlife Cantre’. Where the Soho loop rejoins, the
Icknield leaves on the right with water fed from Edgbaston Resensair above it.

gopaddling.info
. Cantinue on to the city centre, passing the unigue Roundhouse stables building on the
left, shortly before the Natenal Indaor Arena and Natdonal Sea Life Centre,

Finish at Carmbrian Wharf, which is reached by going straight ahead at the ‘island'
outside the arena. Pass under 2 bridges into the wharf.



https://www.mapometer.com/canoeing/route_4583965.html
https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/

Discover More derimsk

A& Paddling!

The Birmingham Mew Line was a 19th century version of a motorway. Designed by Thomas Telford, it is a feat
of engineering, intended to straighten out the course of the Old Main Line.

At your start the Black Country Museum is on the opposite side. Boat Trips down the Dudley Tunnel by
electric narrow boat can also be taken here,

lames Brindley's 22 ¥ mile engineering feat was opened in 1772, contouring and linking the 5taffs &
Worcester Canal to Birmingham. It was an immediate success, transporting goods and minerals into and out
of Birmingham. It guickly became congested with traffic and by 1838, Thomas Telford had bean appointed to
shorten Brindley's route, digging huge cuttings and embankments te maintain a continuous level, This trail
follows Telford's ‘Mew Mainline” through the Galton Valley and under towering iron bridges.

Although the trail passes alongside much industry (old and new), there are sections of natural wilderness and
genuine peace and guiet. Passing under the M5 is quite the contrast, but a unigque experience nonethaless,
Look out for signs of the many arms which came off the canal directly into factaries.

Appraaching the city centre, new buildings rise up in the shape of housing and tower blocks. The
Roundhouse was formerly stables, housing the horses who worked along the canal. This venue will hopefully
be a thriving hub of activity in future and a great place to
stop off and explore,

e

The final few hundred metres past the Nationzl 5ea Life
Centre, Mational Indoor Arena and numerous bars

and cafes, are very enjoyable, especially at dusk, with the
sights and sounds of a bustling Brindley Place!

Dudley Canal Trust: http:/ /dudleyveanaltrust.org.uk/
Black Country Museum: https:/fwww.bclm.co.uk/
Chances Glassworks: http:/ feoaww cewht.arg/

Safety and Licenses

Wie want you fo enfoy o safe trip, 20 heve are o few tps for stioying safe and paddiing responsibiy.

Paddle Safe: Paddle Responsibly:

Be prepared and take the right kit: Respect the natural ervironment and ot her users:

= ‘Wear a correctly sized buoyancy aid » Aespect other waterway users #sharethespace

* Mobile phone — in a waterproof case * Be eqvironmentally aware, minimise your impact

= Whistle — to artract attention in case ol emengency * Endure you have the correct licends il reguined

s Mapand f or route descripton # Ohserve nawigational rules = keep right and give other users
s Appropriate clothing for the weather conditions + spares in a dry bag SpacE

# Food, drink & suncream! » Check, Clean, Dry after every tripl

Visit our website
Licences: The waterways in this trall are managed by the Canal and Rivers Trust and require paddiers to hald a license. Bribsh
Canc=ing membership incluces & full anrual icense for this watersay - pleass ke your membership card with wou as this acts
af your ligenss, Mon-membars can either purchase a ritish Canosing membership from wess. britshcanaaing.corg. uk or bay li- fiar meore indormation
rerises direct from wwe camalvertrustarguk

britiihcanosing, crg-uk


https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/
https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/
https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/membership
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/
http://dudleycanaltrust.org.uk/
https://www.bclm.co.uk/
https://www.cgwht.org/

