GO Basingstoke Canal Ash Lock to Reading Road Wharf

“PBRITISH

PADDLING TRAIL F oo

SCAn or visit

bit hy/azh-lock-reading-trail EI'IiU’jr' a dElY out on this attractive,

1 finad the map .
pibiis D lock free section of canal,
Start: Ash Lock, Government Road,  Time: 1.5 - 3hrs [ane way) surrounded b"r"‘-'-'ﬂﬂdEd
Aldershot, Hampshire “:fﬁﬂ miesor11miesot  heathland. This trail can be taken
R :nd.s,rpwﬁ e on as a one way or out and back
Finish: Reading Road Wharf Fleet OS5 Map: Landranger 186 paddh
GLUS1 31S

@ Laurch fram the low bank abeve the
Ik and tun right towands Fleet. Before launching
check the visitor information board on site, this shows 2 map
of your route towards Fleet. Keeping track of the number of

bridge orossings you pass is 2 handy guide toyour progress,

® Along the route yvou will pass flashes” These are designated nature resenses, off to the sde of
the waterway and boats are requested to keep out,

@ Following the canal for 3 miles, you will come to yvour fifth bridge; Eslmoor Bridge, This is a good place for 2 break and ifyou get
ot and walk to the road you can get a good view of Famborough asfield,

@ Just under a mile further is Moris Bridge, a high concrete struchure. To your right is the National Gas Turbine Establishment.

After Morris Bridge the canal veers in a westedy direction for 3 mile before passing under Pondtail Bridge. You are now entering
the outskirts of Fleet.

@ & further mile brings yvou to the end or turming point of your reute; Reading Road Bridge.

Find more
paddling trails at:

gopaddling.info



https://www.britishcanoeing.org.uk/
https://gb.mapometer.com/canoeing/route_4527390.html
https://gopaddling.info.
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Farnborough Airfield, is home to the famous air show. Mearby, Eelmoor Flash is adjacent to
the army ranges so don't be surprised to hear gunfire.

The Basingstoke Canal runs for 32 miles, from Greywell Village in Hampshire to Woodham
in Surrey. It opened 1794 to aid the development of agriculture in central Hampshire. By
the 1960s the canal was neglected and no longer navigable. In the 1970s, Surrey and
Hampshire County Councils took the canal into public ownership, and funded a
programme of restoration supported by volunteer work parties. The canal formally
reopened in 1991.

The Basingstoke Canal is also a notable wildlife habitat. It has one of the largest varieties
of aguatic plants and invertebrates in the U.K. 25 of Britain's 39 species of dragonflies and
damselflies inhabit the canal. The entire length, except for a part through Woking, is a
S551. Greywell Tunnel, which marks the end of the navigable section is an internationally
important haven for bats.

It is a delightful canal to canoe on, as it feels quite remote, especially in the more western J*
sections. There are many more pubs at or near the waterside than mentioned in the text.
Further useful information can be found on the following websites:

Basingstoke Canal Authority - Telephone 01252 370073 Wisit aur wolte

britithcanaaingarg, uk

Aldershot Military Museum
Airborne Forces Museum
Farnborough Air Sciences Museum

Safety and Licenses

We want you fo enjoy o safe trip, 5o here are o few s for stoying safe and paddiing rezponsibiy.

for more nformation

PFaddle Safe: Paddle Responsibly:

Be praparad and taks the right kit: Raspact the natural emdironment and ot har users:

= Waear a cormecthy siped buoyancy aid » Respect othar waterway users Bsharethespace

= Kobile phone —in a waterproof case * Be environmentally aware, minimise your impact

# Whistle — Lo atiract attention in case of emengency * Erdure yvou have the correct licends il reguined

& Mapand /[ or route description « Dhserve navigational rules = keap right and give other users
= Appropriate clothing for the weather conditions + spares in a dry bag L E

» Fopod, drink & suncream | s Check, Clean, Ory after every tripl

License Information: The waterways in this trail are mansged by Basingstoke Canal Authority and reguire paddiers to held a li-
cence. |f you are an existing British Canoeing member your membership includes an annual licence for the waterways covered
within this trail = please ensure you take your membership card with you on the water as this acts as youwr licence, if stopped with
ni licence, you will be at risk of being fined ¥ou can buy a licence directly from Basingstoke Canal Authority for this waterwey either
{ online from their website or by giving them a call or by bacoming a British Canoeing member you'll have a licence to cover you for a

whale year.
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