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• Unprecedented numbers taking to the water, inland and at the 
coast

• Mental Health initiatives reconnecting people with the great 
outdoors

• Covid-secure Washburn Cruises & progress on the new facility 
at Linton-on-Ouse

• Remembering John Sturgess (1947-2021): a towering figure in 
Yorkshire Slalom

For enthusiasts who love a bit of rain in their rivers, the first two months of 2020 were pretty awesome: a 
refreshing change from many previous years!

Early in the year, social media feeds were awash with photos. For a while, life was good, especially for the trio 
who messaged in mid-February just saying “High force to Winston. 3 hours” - a reminder of the magic which is 
possible when rainfall gives us a local version of the Zambezi!

Of course, the flip side of great white water kayaking conditions is often flooding, and by late February, 
communities across the region (including clubs such as Halifax and Pennine) were once again inundated. 
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As if by magic, lockdown signalled an extended season of settled weather, so by early summer, pretty much 
everyone with even the slightest instinct for the outdoors was up for trying something new. The weirs on the 
Calder became hives of activity for wild-swimming teenagers who might otherwise never have found the river, 
the coves on the coast filled with newbies trying Stand Up Paddleboarding and trade in old boats reached 
unprecedented levels!

Lynne Marie-Dale’s sessions for Black Dog Outdoors captured imaginations across the region with her mental 
health message about reconnecting people with the great outdoors. Those clubs which could, like White Rose 
(Leeds), reported unprecedented uptake of socially-distanced taster sessions. Elsewhere, with other uniform 
groups, clubs and centres unable to meet demand, unprecedented numbers found their own ways of being on 
or around the water. 

The Region’s other highlights of the year include yet more adventures being run by Yorkshire Sea Kayakers and 
a series of well attended (socially distanced) Washburn Cruises: all the more precious after a difficult 18 months 
in which almost all releases were cancelled due to flooding, drought or ongoing works on one of the reservoirs. 
Work also progressed (albeit slowly) on preparing the Linton WW course for a long-overdue opening in 2021.

Caption: John Sturgess passed away at home on the 8th January 2021 after a short illness. For 45+ years, 
John coached and supported young paddlers through the early stages of careers in canoe slalom. He led 
numerous trips to the Alps for races and to experience bigger volume water and will be greatly missed by 
many in our sport.




