
 

 

Minutes of North West Region British Canoeing Regional Development Team Meeting 

17th January 2017 

Location – Newton Community Centre, Park Road South, Newton-le-Willows 

 

The meeting commenced at 19:00. 

 

Attendees – Joe Parkin, Craig Ford, Norman Green, Pat Green, Graham Kingaby, Anna Coulson, Geoff 

Birch, Paul Smee, Keith Traverse, Billy Lo, Dave Reynolds. 

 

Apologies for absence were received from – Ian Bell, Alan Hazlewood, Oliver Bullock 

 

1. Introductions – The Chair welcomed all attendees.  Due to Anna Coulson having to leave early, 

she provided her update first. 

 

9. British Canoeing Development Officer’s update – British Canoeing (“BC”) currently going 

through a process of consultation and restructure.  Anna is here to support the region but is 

currently constrained by uncertainty within BC and especially the way forward.  There is no 

published timescale for announcements but it is hoped that some clarity is achieved by the end 

of March. 

 

Graham Kingaby asked what the changes are brought about by the new coaching scheme and 

that he had emailed BC but received no response.  Anna Coulson to facilitate email 

communication. 

 

Action: Graham Kingaby email Anna Coulson directly and she would pass the email on to the 

correct person. 

 

2. Chairs’ report – An invite has been received to the BC Strategy Launch and AGM.  The Chair and 

Secretary are both attending. 

 

Action: Secretary to issue invite with minutes. 

 

Chair informed the meeting that Oliver Bullock wishes to step down as the website editor due to 

personal commitments. Chair proposed a vote of thanks to Oliver for his service to the role.  

Seconded by Secretary. 

 

We have been invited to nominate individuals for the BC annual awards, which must be 

submitted by the 20th January.  The attendees were asked if they knew of anyone who could be 

nominated.  No-one was put forward.  In light of the timescales it was decided that no 

nominations would be sought for this year.  The Secretary suggested that nominations are 

reviewed mid-way through the year in light of the quick turnaround that is required by BC to 

submit. 

 

3. Secretary’s report – No update since the November ACM. 

 

4. Treasurers’ report – Movement on the accounts since the ACM has been to settle outstanding 

debtors and creditors.  No bursaries requests have been received. 

 



 

 

As you are all aware British Canoeing has changed its name from Canoe England to British 

Canoeing. They are looking to remove the wording Canoe England and replace it with British 

Canoeing, which includes bank account names. The current NW RDT bank account name is 

Canoe England, should I contact the bank to change?  Agreed. 

 

5. Website Editor’s report – No update has been received from the Website Editor. 

 

As mentioned in the Chairs’ report, Oliver has stood down.  The Chair advised that his role has 

currently passed to the Chair and Secretary, with the responsibility split as; 

 Website updates – Chair 

 Mailchimp (NWRDT method of emailing updates) and Twitter – Secretary 

 

As we don’t have access to the current Twitter account the Secretary is looking to close the 

existing account and a new account has been set up. 

 

The Treasurer raised that due to continuity purposes it would be beneficial to have two people 

with access to the website, Mailchimp and Twitter. 

 

New website – New pages are currently being populated on the new, easy to use, BC website 

with existing information from the current North West Regional website.  It is proposed to hold a 

meeting in February to discuss content of the new website. 

 

Action: Chair, Secretary and Treasurer to agree meeting date in February to discuss website 

content. 

 

The Treasurer is currently working with BC to populate pages on the new BC website relating to 

BC owned properties, which includes Halton. 

 

6. Coaching updates 

 

Cheshire – No update provided. 

 

Lancashire; 

 March 2016, planned coaching courses for 3*, L1 and FSRT.  The L1 was deemed a 

success as it broke even financially.  The 3* and FSRT courses did not happen.  It was felt 

that there was a lack of interest as these were being run in-house by regional clubs. 

 Graham Kingaby is looking to run a 3* course, which currently has 5 people interested. 

 FSRT and coach education appears to be required by clubs 

 Anna updated the meeting that the Paddlesport leaders’ launch is expected in 

February/March, with the new coaching structure launch in August. 

 Paddlesport leader assessors should come from the same group as the current L1/L2 

assessors.  Anna to send any information she can illicit to Billy Lo. 

 A discussion was held regarding formal coaching qualification versus paddling 

experience, with Billy Lo bringing to the meeting’s attention the British Canoeing safety 

guidelines for paddlers, clubs and volunteers, page 43[Guideline attached].  Diarised 

trips can be led by experienced paddlers and not necessarily those that had passed 

qualifications.  However, the experience must relate specifically to the trip/water in 



 

 

question and that the use of experienced leaders must be allowed under the individual 

club policy.  This view was agreed by Anna. 

 

Manchester – No update provided. 

 

Merseyside; 

 Liverpool Canoe Club currently holds a training session in Widnes between 9pm and 

10pm on Thursdays and Mondays.  Contact Liverpool CC if interested in joining the 

session. 

 A general discussion was held with regard to regional support for clubs’ pool session and 

this would be looked at in connection with the new website and 2017 Development 

Plan. 

 

7. Facilities 

a. Halton 

i. Following a conversation between a paddler and a Lancashire County 

Council (“LCC”) ranger the paddler has emailed Pat Green,  The LCC view of 

the Crook O' Lune use was that this was not to be used by bathers and 

paddlers and that egress was not allowed.  Following subsequent 

discussions between BC and LCC it is proposed that additional signage is 

erected to warn that the Crook O’ Lune is the last egress before the Halton 

Rapids; 

 BC propose to fund signage on the bridge, but are investigating 

potential planning permission requirements, 

 LCC propose to erect signage at the egress point and the picnic area, 

which would be unsupported by BC as the LCC wording alludes to 

“no paddling”. 

Treasurer proposed to fund 50% of the expected £300 cost of signage to 

LCC.  Secretary seconded. 

ii. Lancaster Co-Housing has undergone a review of facilities at Halton, based 

upon the desire to use the lift for disabled access.  This has raised the 

potential to change the current door and changing room used by paddlers to 

allow disabled use.  This has been raised with Pat Green.  If we are 

approached for specific funding we will review the position further. 

iii. The access point at Halton is being eroded.  BC has been contacted and they 

are due to issue a letter to the weir operators. 

 

b. Warrington White Water 

i. We have created a Development Committee for the White Water course.  

The Committee has been in communications with British Canoeing and are 

looking at potential funding streams, including crowd funding, for a 

feasibility study.  We have recently been in contact with Warrington 

Borough Council and are looking to have a meeting with them in the near 

future.  The Development Committee will be meeting over the next couple 

of weeks to identify next steps. 

  



 

 

 

8. Regional events – Joint event with NE Region – The region has so far not replied to Ian Bell. 

 

10. Development plan 

a. Review of last year’s plan – see attached. 

b. New plan to draft – Chair updated the meeting that a new plan was in draft and that 

it would be circulated to attendees for their input.  The target date to send this to BC 

is end March 2017 and a follow up meeting would be held before that. 

 

Action: Secretary to issue 2016 Development plan review and 2017 draft plan. 

Action: Secretary to determine date and venue for next RDT meeting. 

 

Meeting closed 21:02. 

 

 

 

Actions 

 

Action Date Raised Meeting Action Actioner Date Action 
Closed 

1 27/11/2016 ACM Email Chris Profit with thanks 
from the RDT and that we would 
welcome his nomination for 
Secretary next year. 

Pat Green 28/11/2016 

2 27/11/2016 ACM To write to the RDT outlining his 
concerns so that the RDT could 
then follow up with the relevant 
parties. 

Peter Roscoe  

3 27/11/2016 ACM To determine venue of next 
meeting. 

Joe Parkin 03/12/2016 

4 27/11/2016 ACM To add Joe Parkin and Craig Ford 
to the signatory list for the bank 
accounts. 

Pat Green 20/12/2016 

5 17/01/2017 RDT To email Anna Coulson re new 
coaching scheme directly and she 
would pass the email on to the 
correct person. 

Graham 
Kingaby 

 

6 17/01/2017 RDT Secretary to issue BC Strategy 
and AGM invite with minutes. 

Craig Ford  

7 17/01/2017 RDT To agree meeting date in 
February to discuss Website 
content. 

Joe Parkin, 
Craig Ford 
and Pat 
Green 

 

8 17/01/2017 RDT To issue 2016 Development plan 
review and 2017 draft plan. 

Craig Ford  

9 17/01/2017 RDT To determine date and venue for 
next RDT meeting. 

Craig Ford  

 


