
Minutes of North West Region British Canoeing Annual Consultative Meeting 22 November 2015 

Location – Halton Mill Halton Lancaster 

The meeting commenced at 14.00 hrs. 

As the RDT does not have a Secretary, Norman Green volunteered from the floor to take the 

minutes. 

Attendees – Alan Hazlewood, Pat Green, Norman Green, Mark Green, John Gibbison, Ian Bell, Peter 

Roscoe, Karl Winrow, Roy Baxendale, Roy Garriock, Billy Lo. 

Apologies for absence were received from – Oliver Bullock, Adrian Emberton, Anna Coulson, Dave 

Reynolds, Mike Ryder. 

Minutes of Previous ACM were taken by the previous Secretary but despite numerous attempts to 

obtain them the Chairman was unsuccessful. He will make further attempts to do so in the near 

future. If this happens it is planned that they can be approved at the next RDT meeting. 

Outstanding Actions from previous ACM – Without the minutes this was not able to be dealt with. 

This will be reviewed when these minutes are obtained. 

Chairman’s Report 

BBC Children in Need Charity – Paddle for Pudsey 

Several clubs and individual BC members had recently been involved with helping Graham Liver, a 

BBC TV and Radio Presenter, to train for and complete a sponsored paddle 120 miles, the length of 

Lancashire’s Canals. Euxton and Ribble Canoe Club provided equipment, training, advice, and 

planning support. Along with these two clubs, OAG, Pendle Paddlers and Macclesfield Canoe Club 

also provided safety support. 

The six day event rose over £23,000 and it raised the profile of CRT and the canal network and the 

image of paddlesport.  

It was asked if someone senior from BC could write a letter of thanks to the BBC paddle for Pudsey 

team at BBC radio Lancashire. The opinion was expressed that it’s great that they chose canoeing 

and it really did promote paddle sport and introduced the canals of Lancashire and paddling to a 

wide range of people who have never considered canoeing or what the canals can offer. 

 Integrated Working Party Proposal 

The chairman had recently attended English Council Meetings where various items were discussed. 

The future role of the RDT’s was one of these items and the main points were. 

Regional /Area Delivery Teams (RDT’s) 

Purpose: to support and develop the infrastructure for canoeing activities at local (regional) level. 



The number of Regions/Areas is still to be defined, however the balance between geographical size 

and the number of volunteers required, suggests that the optimum number is similar to the current 

number. 

Core functions: 

1. Regional Waterways and access: linking to the English Waterways Manager to help address 

waterways and access issues in the region.    

2. Regional Workforce Development:  linking to the English Coaching Manager via a Regional 

coaching (workforce) representative to:  

a. facilitate the delivery of activator, coaching and leadership courses in the region;  

b. facilitate coach update /CPD sessions. 

3. Local activity:  linking to a staff member and local clubs and volunteers with the relevant 

experience for the activity: 

a. directly or through local clubs, organise a programme of entry  level competition in the 

Region, to introduce participants to competitive canoeing, and sign post them to 

discipline specific competition;  

b. work closely with local clubs and other event organisers to facilitate a wide range of 

discipline specific competition below the level which forms part of British Canoeing’s 

managed calendar of events (e.g. div 3/4 slalom);  

c. Facilitate and co-ordinate events that encourage regular participation e.g. tours, 

symposiums etc.; 

d. Manage and promote a regional calendar of activity.  

4. Club support & development  

a. Provide a local point of contact and communication for clubs to share good practise and 

gain advice  

5. Funding:  Providing financial support for the above areas of work where appropriate.  British 

Canoeing will provide funding to the RDT on production and approval of an annual Development 

Plan. 

6. Governance: Representing regional members (individuals, clubs, centres) within the British 

Canoeing governance structure through representation on the English Council* and then 

communicating back to them.   

a. by members electing the RDT at the Annual Consultative Meeting  

b. RDT’s appointing a representative to attend English Council meetings  

While all Regions are encouraged to promote a broad range of canoeing activity, there are likely 

to be regional differences that reflect the geography and main types of water.  Each RDT may 

undertake whatever activities within their Region they consider to be appropriate to further 

the interests of canoeing and British Canoeing members (provided the activities are not 

inconsistent or in conflict with the activities of British Canoeing). 



Safeguarding – Nothing new to report since last meeting. It was stressed that all clubs and 

individuals need to be aware of the seriousness of the subject, to be alert for problems arising and 

for the methods of reporting and dealing with safeguarding issues 

Treasurers Report 

A print out of the Income and Expenditure Account for Year End 31 October 2015 was provided for 

the attendees. Appended was a breakdown of spending on Bursary payments for the year showing 

how much each club had received. See below. 

 

Bursary Payments & Go Canoeing per Club Amt 

Euxton  200 

Friends of Allonby  208 

Lancaster & District 618 

Macclesfield & District 83 

Manchester 87 

Oakwood (includes £50 Go Canoeing Disability) 170 

Ribble 265 

Red Rose 88 

 

1720 

 

The funds are healthy; money is set aside to enable the RDT to continue offering a coaching Bursary 

for paddlers in the Region who volunteered their coaching services free of charge to their club. 

When the scheme was originally set up, it was anticipated that we would pay out a maximum of 

£1200  

With reference to the Bursary scheme, the treasurer advised that there had been instances where 

some individuals had not provided proof that they had completed the training for which they had 

received a bursary. One of the conditions on the bursary application form (item 7) Evidence of course 

completion should be provided to the regional chair after the course has been completed by the 

candidate.  Without this it is possible for a club to obtain a bursary but the members not complete 

the training.  As supplying this information is a condition of receiving a bursary it is felt that there 

could be a case for applying sanctions against individuals and their canoe club by not granting them 

bursaries in the future. Opinions were sought from those present and a general discussion took 

place. The general view was that these clubs would not be considered for future bursaries. 

The Reserves also include Donations from clubs and paddlers for the Halton Fund – this is needed for 

the development of the site at Halton. 



During the year the Region had received a grant of £1,000 from BC 

There have been two “coaching matters” events in the region this year both providing a surplus 

which has been added to the Regions Funds.  This surplus is larger than expected as most coaches 

didn’t claim their expenses and we did not use the service of commercial providers. 

The chairman asked if we would accept the accounts as a true statement, this was proposed by Ian 

Bell and seconded by Billy Lo. The meeting voted unanimously to accept them as a true record. 

RCR Report  

Ian Bell (RCR) reported that we had run two coaching matters events this year, the first in March at 

Halton and the second one in September at a new venue Reasheath College in Cheshire. These had 

contributed £1045 to Regional Funds. 

Ian advised that he had aspirations for next year of trying to bring in some new presenters and also 

to run development weekends using regional resources. 

Ian advised that we had a full complement of Area Coaching Representatives (ACR’s) and that they 

had all been trained as “Event Safety Officers.”  They could make themselves available to support 

clubs in this role if necessary. 

Ian thanked his team of ACR’s for the hard work they had done this year. There followed a general 

discussion surrounding coaching matters. 

Regional Waterways Advisor Report – The RWA was not in attendance and had not supplied a 

report. 

Halton Update – Pat Green  

For anyone who wants a parking permit and key fob to use the site, application forms can be found 

on the Regional Website.     

Our interest (25 Year Licence) is now registered on the Lancaster Cohousing Title Deeds.  This should 

protect us in the future if the site was sold within the 25 year period. 

If anyone is interested the Land Registry has provided me with a copy of the deeds.  I have extracted 

the part that effects canoeing and they have been copied into these minutes. 

Title number LAN93262 

C: Charges Register continued 

13 (20.05.2013) The Charge dated 23 December 2011 referred to above is discharged as 
to the property described in the leases schedule hereto on the date of registration of 
notice of the leases. 

14 (09.12.2013) The land is subject to rights in respect of drainage, water, gas, electricity 
and other domestic supply services and so far as affected thereby, to any rights of 
overhang, protrusion, support, protection, shelter and of tying into gable walls 
together with ancillary rights of entry. 

15 (15.06.2015) A Licence for a term of 25 years from 1 June 2014 dated 6 August 2014 
made between (1) Lancaster Co-Housing Company Limited and (2) British Canoe Union 



relates to rights of way, parking and launching of unpowered craft from the banks of the 
River Lune as therein mentioned. 

 

NOTE: Copy filed. 

There are very few facilities like these around, so please enjoy them. 

But PLEASE be aware that we enjoy them because we have shown that paddlers are reasonable 

people who will show respect for other people and property on the Halton Mill site. 

Your continued support in this respect will go a long way to ensure that this situation continues, so 

that we might possibly see further development to our advantage. 

The situation with limited paddling access at the site has not changed, but British Canoeing is 

working hard to resolve our differences with the Anglers. 

Safety Concerns at Forge Weir at the upstream end of the Halton Site 

Pat and Norman Green as members of the Halton Development Team reported that recently they 

had met with Chris Hawkesworth from BC at the site. This was about resolving difficulties portaging 

Forge Weir at the upstream end of the Halton Site since the construction of the Hydro at this 

location. 

Upon inspection Chris Hawkesworth raised immediate concerns surrounding the danger of the 

Hydro inlet to anyone in the water, whether paddlers or not. He voiced these concerns to the Hydro 

Engineer on-site. Chris thought that the speed of the flow at the inlet well exceeded the figures 

agreed in the planning consent. He is currently pursuing the issue and we can expect further 

information when it becomes available. 

A general discussion ensued and it was decided that we should advise all paddlers of the current 

situation. It was decided that paddlers should be advised that there was no simple and safe egress 

from the river once someone has passed downstream of the egress point on river left at crook-o-

lune just under the bridge. Pat & Norman will be monitoring the situation and will keep the RDT 

informed of any changes. (NB. Some paddlers have been seen accessing the river just upstream of 

the Hydro and paddling above the Weir. This is a very risky thing to do since the Hydro inlet flow can 

change depending upon how many turbines are running. If anyone attempts to gain access when 

there are no turbines running the flow is negligible. However turbines can start up without warning 

and the situation can change in seconds).  

Website – British Canoeing is developing a new website and eventually our regional site will be 

transferred over to it. However it will be a long process and this is not expected to happen in the 

near future. 

The region has a Twitter account but a problem has occurred and Twitter is unable to fix it. The 

problem is that the site can’t be updated. Consequently we will have to have a new account.  

Election of Officers – Two officers were due for re-election and one post has been vacant since the 

last ACM. 



Secretary – Post Vacant, there are no nominations and no one from the meeting was prepared to 

stand therefore we still have no secretary. 

Chairman – No nominations but previous chairman prepared to continue. 

Alan Hazlewood was proposed by Pat Green and seconded by Billy Lo. He was unanimously elected 

by the meeting. 

Treasurer - No nominations but previous Treasurer prepared to continue. 

Pat Green was proposed by Ian Bell and seconded by Peter Roscoe. She was unanimously elected by 

the meeting. 

Questions & Answers – Peter Roscoe from OAG advised that their club was experiencing great 

difficulties renewing their “Clubmark” accreditation because previous information and templates did 

not seem to be available any more. 

The chairman suggested that Peter should contact James Hinves at BC head office for assistance. 

Alan Hazlewood would also seek advice from Anna Coulson by email.  

The Treasurer remarked that this difficulty of renewing may be a widespread problem since we had 

not had any requests for £50 Clubmark renewal payments from other clubs in the regional this year. 

A.O.B – There was no other business, but Peter Roscoe asked if someone involved with the proposal 

to build a White Water Site in Warrington could be advised that during the course of excavating soil 

for a channel, the soil could be used to create mounds for a cyclo- cross course or similar. He felt 

that the idea of two courses instead of one could help with acceptance of the plans. 

Date of Next Meeting – The next meeting will be a regular RDT meeting on Tuesday 19 January 2016 

at 7.0 pm. The venue will be confirmed at a later date. 

The chairman thanked those who attended the meeting and brought it to a close at 15.45 hrs. 


