
NW Canoe England RDT ACM Wednesday November 21st 2012 at the Thistle Hotel Haydock 

1.Attendees : 

1. Ian McMullen - Chester Riverside Canoe Club 

2. Paul Hellmers - Chester Riverside Canoe Club 

3. Peter Cook - Deva Paddlers 

4. Alan Reay  - Winsford Youth Forum 

5. Keith Halford - Crewe and Nantwich Canoe Club 

6. Stephen Swallow - Oakwood Youth Group 

7. Dave Cook – PDO Canoe England Team North 

8. Josh Cook Liverpool Canoe Club 

9. Chris Novak Wigan Canoe Group 

10. Andrew Millest - Macclesfield and District 

11. Niall Evans -  Manchester Wildcatz Canoe Polo 

12. Peter Roscoe  – OAG  

13. Norman Green  -  Ribble Canoe Club 

14. George Haisman - LCO Lancashire & Pendle Paddlers 

15. Kevin Beattie (LCO) - Manchester Canoe Club 

16. Helen Sharples (Retiring Chair) - Bolton Canoe Club 

17. Pat Green (Treasurer) - Ribble Canoe Club 

18. Chris Cleaver (Regional River Adviser) - Macclesfield Canoe Club  

19. Alan Hazelwood  - Euxton  Canoe Club 

20. Roy Baxendale  -   Euxton  Canoe Club 

21. Mike Alter - Liverpool Canoe Club 

22. Ian Bell (RCO) - Liverpool Canoe Club and Wirral Scouts and Guides  

23. Dave Reynolds  (LCO Merseyside)  -  Liverpool Canoe Club 

2. Apologies:  Gareth Field – SDO , Oliver Bullock – (New) Website Administrator, Simon Joinson (LCO) Cheshire 

3.  Previous Minutes  

Where agreed to be a true and accurate record (once located)  

Proposed Helen Sharples 

Seconded Ian Bell  

3. Matters arising 

No matters arising –all issues dealt with over last 12 months  

4.  Chairs Report 

 Helen thanked everyone for their support.  

 The Bursary is increasingly successful- please tell people in your clubs about it  

 Activities have been successful  

 Attendance at meetings is good (especially this one) 

 Thank you for all your support over the last 10 years ago  

 It is with mixed emotions I step down but good luck and I will disappear to allow those who take on roles 

to establish themselves but I won’t be far away and will remain in the groups supporting Halton 

developments 

 Make sure pressure is continued to be applied to the English council  



5.  Treasurers Report –Pat Green  

 The funds are healthy, with money being set aside to create a coaching Bursary for paddlers in the Region 

who volunteered their coaching services free of charge to their club.  

 The Reserves include Donations from clubs and paddlers for the Halton Fund – this is needed for the 

development of the site at Halton. 

 The Region had received a grant 0f £1,000 from CE 

 There have been two coach updates run in the region this year both providing a profit which has been added 

to the Regions Funds.  

6.  PDO Report –Dave Cook –Appendix 1 

7.  RCO Report- Ian Bell  

 2 very successful updates. 1in Manchester organised by Kevin and another in Southport 

 Full LCO Team  

 Simon Joinson  has been appointed as LCO for  Cheshire and George Haisman has been appointed LCO for 

Lancashire 

 Kevin Beattie is continuing in Greater Manchester  

 Dave Cook has had to step down as LCO for Merseyside due to his promotion to PDO.  Dave Reynolds has 

been appointed to the post of LCO 

 The Coach updates were part of the NW RDT development plan and these are to continue to allow paddlers 

to develop their portfolio of units under the new scheme  

 Further promotion of the Bursary scheme is required 

 L3 is covered under a national bursary which Plas y Brenin are delivering but at regional locations as well as 

the national centre. 

 If you’re specific Paddlesport Coaching requirements aren’t being met then please let your RCO/LCO know  

8.  A River Update –Chris Cleaver  

Chris’ role is Regional Waterways Adviser with Local Waterways Advisers looking after specific rivers etc  

The regional Waterways meeting attended by Richard Atkinson Canoe England Waterways and Environment 

Manager, was successful.  In January 2013 we are going to join with the Northern event taking place at Manvers near 

Doncaster. 

Be vigilant in regards to planning applications for Hydro Schemes and ensure you have made people locally and 

nationally aware so that paddlers needs can hopefully be incorporated into the designs otherwise access and 

portage pints for paddlers will (and have been) disappear . 

Be aware of invasive species and practice could boat hygiene to ensure invasive species don’t chock up our 

waterways. There are some specific problems with a killer shrimp currently  

Some work has been undertaken on the Bollin.  Airport to Hale section is unusable but Hale to Little Bollington (Near 

Bridgewater) is paddleable.  

Ribble Life Project- the submission will be published.  It shows how the Ribble adds value to life, it is hoped that it 

will lead to the setting up of a Lower Ribble Canoe Trail. This may incorporate access to Brockholes as they need 

additional footfall.  After some initial reluctance They are now encouraging Paddlesports.  

Volunteers are required to look out for the interest of local waterways as well as develop Canoe Trails. Chris Cleaver 

would like to step down as Regional  Waterways adviser. 

 



8.B  Halton Update – Pat Green  

Steps complete, the car park is still part of the building site. The changing rooms will hopefully be completed early in 

the New Year. All facilities will hopefully be ready for the end of March. The official opening of the new facilities is 

likely to be the opening of the new paddling season (November 2013). 

9.  Polo Update –Niall Evans  

 Manchester Polo and Salford Wildcatz have merged, they have set up a Northern League (34 Teams , 20 

from the NW Region), with 3 completely new teams having been formed.   

 Niall is also on the national Canoe Polo Committee 

 More volunteers needed to help with running of league and form a regional polo committee. More details to 

follow  

10. Website Update –Norman Green 

William Wiggins has been liaising with Oliver over the new website which will be hosted nationally. The old NW 

website has been hacked and the plan is to create a page which will direct people to the new site.  It is hoped a team 

of people will e able to assist Oliver. Oliver is unable to be here tonight due to family commitments/power cut. He is 

working his way through the web pages and updating them. 

The new website will mean a loss of the email facility it is believed that Canoe England are looking a way to work 

with the regions to facilitate this and ensure all contact information is up to date. 

Hopefully Oliver will be able to supply more information at the next meeting. 

Communication with William Wiggins hasn’t always been easy (probably because of the Olympics and the Launch of 

the Go Canoeing Website. 

It is proposed more people are trained/have passwords to upload and update the NW RDT website.  

Ian Bell needs to pass information on coaching etc.  to Oliver ASAP  so that he can input the details into the coaching 

area on the new website. 

11. Election of Officers 

Chair  Candidate:  Alan Hazelwood ,  Proposer: Dave Cook  Seconder: Dave Reynolds  

Secretary  Candidate:  Chris Novak , Proposer: Norman Green  Seconder: Chris Cleaver  

Treasurer Candidate: Pat Green (re-elected only elected for 1 year last year ) Proposer: Helen Sharples, Seconder: 

Ian Bell 

Youth Rep Candidate:  Josh Cook, Proposer: Kevin Beattie, Seconder: Helen Sharples 

Vice Chair – Dave Cook to enquire whether as a volunteer he could take this role on.  He is going to ask Gareth Field 

and Howard Blackman . 

12. Next Meeting  Wednesday January 23rd 2013 Venue to be confirmed  

13. AOB  Norman Green proposed a vote of thanks to Helen for her hard work & contribution to the NW Region over 

the past 10 years.  The support and thanks were unanimous.  Helen was presented with a gift & Thank You card 

signed by those at the meeting. 

The meeting closed at 9:30  



Appendix 1 

North West Paddlesport Development Report - RDT ACM 21st November 2012  
 
Since starting the PDO post in April I have been involved in lots of different areas of work and events throughout the 
region.   Below is an overview of some of the things I have been involved with:  

 Firstly it’s been on-going learning for the PDO role and I am still learning.  

 Made contact with 14 Canoe Clubs.  

 Made contact with 10 Centres.  

 Made contact with CSP`s (Merseyside, Greater Manchester and Cheshire).  

 Supported in the running of 3 x Coach Updates  

 Attended Sport England local forums.  

 Supported various regional events with the ergos.  

 Supported Paddlesport at the Olympic and Paralympics games with over 4000 people having a try on the 
ergos.  

 Conducted an Informal survey for Canoe England.  

 Meetings with various organisations to promote Paddlesport.  

 Engaging with RCO/LCO team  

 Working on creating links between clubs and other organisations.  

 5 x Go Canoeing Events  

 5 x 2012 Events  
 
Regional Success`s  

 NW and Central Canoe Polo League started in October  

 The research and then running of several ‘Go Canoeing’ Tours in the Albert Dock complex in Liverpool.  

 3 x Clubs passed health checks.  

 2 x clubs accredited with Top Club.  

 2 North West Clubs awarded Sport England Grants 

 A volunteer from the region reached the CE Volunteer Award Finals held in Nottingham in which he and his 

family attended 

Other Areas of Work 

 Have also assisted clubs and individuals throughout the region with a range of different issues as requested.  

 I am also supporting the World Raft Record attempt which is to be held at Crosby Marina in Merseyside in 
March 2013. Your support is needed!  

 Also within my role supported other events throughout the Northern region to promote Paddlesport e.g. 
The Tyne Tour, Manvers Sprint Event.  

 I have worked with other bodies to promote canoeing and to ensure that canoeist best interests are taken 
into consideration wherever possible.  

 
And finally I would like clubs or organisations to inform me of any events that they have planned for 2013. It would 
be great if clubs can send in a few words of what we do here in the North West for Canoe Focus articles, also if any 
clubs are interested I would like to run an Ergo champs and a Sprint event in 2013, I will be looking for support from 
the clubs in the area to help support these projects.  

 
I am look forward to working with you all in 2013. To help your club progress and to increase participation for the 
benefit of our sport and your help will be greatly appreciated.  

 
Dave Cook  
Paddlesport Development Officer - Team North  
Mobile - 0771 886 4477 Email - david.cook@canoe-england.org.uk 


