
	

	

 
 
 
 
 
02 April 2020 
 
 
Dear British Rafting athletes, 
 
COVID-19 (Coronavirus) and British Rafting events including national selections 2020 
 
The COVID-19 virus presents a real and serious risk to society, the extent of which is difficult 
even for scientists and epidemiologists to predict. We recognise the difficulty this has 
presented for everyone and the uncertainty we are all experiencing. We are in a position in 
which we must make some important decisions not only in the interest of our rafting family, 
but for society as a whole. We have a mutual responsibility to take this threat seriously and 
to protect ourselves, one another, and those that are vulnerable within our communities. We 
are all needing to adapt our lives, as well as our sporting activities.  
 
As we continue to monitor the implications of the domestic and global restrictions on the 
domestic and International calendar our decision is guided by the following key principles: 

· Follow World Health Organisation and UK Department of Health advice on COVID-19 
· Put the health and wellbeing of athletes, volunteers and staff at the heart of our 

decision making. 
 
The International Rafting Federation has today announced the postponement of the 2020 IRF 
World Rafting Championships until after 2020. Following this announcement, we have no 
requirement to select Great Britain raft teams for the 2020 IRF race calendar. 
 
Until there is more certainty for global sporting events, we will continue to monitor and make 
plans accordingly for any selections for the 2021 IRF race calendar. As soon as we have more 
information or receive further guidance, we will be in touch will all of you. 
 
We know that you will be eager to continue to train and we are sure you will find creative 
ways to stay conditioned, but please ensure that you train safely. Please put your health, and 
your loved ones first and remember our collective responsibility as a wider society to follow 
government advice. We hope that as a rafting family, and part of the even bigger paddling 
community, we can pull together, support one another, and show kindness and empathy 
within our communities in these uncertain times. Please look after yourselves. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
Sean Clarke    Etienne Stott 
Chair     Chair 
British Rafting Committee  British Rafting International Selection Panel 2020 


