
 
British Canoeing – Extreme Slalom  

Selection Panel – Covid-19 – 8th April 2020 
 
Dear athletes, 
 
Following the cancellation of the Extreme Slalom National Championships and 
Selection event, scheduled for 18th April, the Extreme Slalom Selection Panel 
wanted to provide an update on the current thinking with regards to selecting 
athletes for international events.  
 
As we continuously monitor the implications of the domestic and global restrictions 
on the domestic and international calendar our decision making will be guided by the 
following key principles: 
 

• Following Government Health advice on Covid-19 
• To put the health and wellbeing of athletes, volunteers and staff at the heart of 

our decision making. 
 
As of today, the position remains that all British Canoeing events are cancelled until 
at least 31st May, all ECA events are cancelled through to mid-August and many ICF 
events have also been cancelled or postponed.  
 
Whilst many ‘what if?’ scenarios are being considered by the Selection Panel, the 
decision making will be influenced by the next updates from the ICF which are 
scheduled for 30th April.  
 
Although the panel will wait until these announcements to make final decisions, the 
following principles have been agreed:  

• As per the existing selection policy, the priority races for 2020 are scheduled 
to be the Senior Non-Olympic World Championships (Markkleeberg, GER, 24-
27th September) and the Junior & U23 World Championships (Ljubljana-Tace, 
SLO, postponed until 1st-6th September).  

• If possible a selection event will take place to select athletes for the above 
events. This could take place alongside an existing, or rescheduled, domestic 
slalom event. If this is not possible, alternative selection methods will be 
agreed and announced.  

• Whilst the non-priority events identified in the existing selection policy (World 
Cups 1-4) are still not a priority, if they do take place, the panel will explore 
opportunities to select athletes in alternative ways. 

The Selection panel will meet in early May to review the latest guidance and will 
update athletes accordingly.  
 



 
We know that you will be eager to continue to prepare as normally as possible and 
we are sure that you will all find creative ways to stay conditioned ahead of a 
resumption of a competition programme but please ensure that you train safely. We 
must urge you to put your health, and your loved ones first and remember our 
collective responsibility as a wider society to follow the Government advice first. 
 
We hope that as a Canoeing family we can pull together, support one another, and 
show kindness and empathy within our communities in these uncertain times. 
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